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CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN 

At a regular meeting of the Township Board of the Charter Township of Meridian, Ingham 
County, Michigan, held at the municipal building at 5151 Marsh Road, Okemos, MI 48864 in said 
Township on the 2nd day of April 2024 at 6 p.m., local time.  

PRESENT: __________________________________________________________________ 

ABSENT: __________________________________________________________________ 

The following resolution was offered for adoption by ____________________, and 
supported by ______________________. 

RESOLUTION APPROVING THE RELINQUISHMENT 
OF THE UNRUH DRAIN TO TOWNSHIP 

WHEREAS, the Unruh Drain (the “Drain”) and Unruh Drain Drainage District (“Drainage 
District”) was established on or about December 16, 1969 in accordance with the provisions of 
Chapter 20 of the Michigan Drain Code of 1956, 1956 P.A. 40, as amended, MCL 280.461 et seq., 
(the “Drain Code”) and is under the jurisdiction of the Unruh Drain Drainage Board (“Drainage 
Board”); and 

WHEREAS the Drain is located is located in the Charter Township of Meridian 
(“Township”) as further described by the route and course description set forth in Exhibit A; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 478 of the Drain Code, MCL 280.478, the Drainage 
Board for the Drain may relinquish jurisdiction and control over all or any part of a drain or drain 
project at any time when there is no outstanding indebtedness or contract liability of its drainage 
district, to the township in which all or the part of the drain or drain project is wholly located, if 
the township requests or consents to the relinquishment of jurisdiction and control by resolution 
duly adopted by its governing body; and 

WHEREAS, all outstanding indebtedness or contract liability of the Drainage District; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 478 of the Drain Code, MCL 280.478, the Township 
desires and consents to the relinquishment jurisdiction and control of the Drain and Drainage 
District from Drainage Board to the Township; and 

WHEREAS, to ensure continued and proper maintenance of the Unruh Drain following 
the approval and relinquishment of the Unruh Drain to the Township by the Drainage Board, the 
Township and the Ingham County Drain Commissioner have agreed to enter into an agreement 
according to the terms and conditions, as set forth in Exhibit B. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, pursuant to Section 478 of the Drain Code, 
MCL 280.478, the Township hereby consents to the relinquishment of jurisdiction and control of 
the Unruh Drain as set forth in Exhibit A from the Drainage Board to the Township. 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Township accepts for assignment from the Drainage 
Board to the Township all drain easements, including drainage structures and related 
appurtenances located therein. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Township approves and authorizes the Supervisor 
and Clerk to execute an Emergency Maintenance Agreement with the Ingham County Drain 
Commissioner in substantial form attached as Exhibit B in connection with the continued 
maintenance of the Unruh Drain effective upon the relinquishment of jurisdiction of the Unruh 
Drain by the Unruh Drain Drainage Board. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, all resolutions and parts of resolutions insofar as they 
conflict with the provisions of this resolution be and the same hereby are rescinded. 

ADOPTED: YEAS: __________________________________________________________ 

NAYS:___________________________________________________________ 

The foregoing Resolution was declared and adopted on the date. 

STATE OF MICHIGAN ) 
)  ss 

COUNTY OF INGHAM ) 

I, the undersigned, the Clerk of the Township Board of the Charter Township of Meridian, 
Ingham County, Michigan, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of a 
resolution adopted at a regular meeting of the Township Board on the 2nd day of 
April, 2024.  

_____________________________ 
Deborah Guthrie, Clerk 
Meridian Charter Township 
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EXHIBIT A 
 

UNRUH  DRAIN 
 

PLEASE REFER TO THE FOLLOWING PAGE 
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EXHIBIT B 
 

EMERGENCY MAINTENANCE AGREEMENT 
 

UNRUH DRAIN  
  

This Agreement (“Agreement”) is made and entered into on this ____ day of 
_________________ 2024, by and between the Ingham County Drain Commissioner (the 
“Drain Commissioner”), whose address is 707 Buhl St, Mason, MI 48854, and the Meridian 
Charter Township (hereinafter, the “Township”), 5151 Marsh Road, Okemos, Michigan 48864. 
In this Agreement, the Drain Commissioner and Township may be referred individually as “Party”, 
or collectively as “Parties”. 

Recitals: 

WHEREAS, the Unruh Drain and Unruh Drain Drainage District was originally 
established in accordance with the provisions of Chapter 20 of the Michigan Drain Code of 1956, 
1956 P.A. 40, as amended, MCL 280.461 et seq., (the “Drain Code”); and 

WHEREAS, in accordance with Section 478 of the Drain Code, MCL 280.478, the 
Township has requested Drainage Board for the Unruh Drain to relinquish jurisdiction and control 
over the drain, and for the Township to assume jurisdiction; and 

WHEREAS, on Tuesday, April 2, 2024, the Township adopted a resolution authorizing 
the filing of a petition for the location, establishment, and construction of the former Unruh Drain; 
and 

WHEREAS, to ensure the continued maintenance of the former Unruh Drain until such 
time that said drain is established as a county drain pursuant to the Drain Code, the Township has 
requested, and the Drain Commissioner has agreed to perform any necessary emergency 
maintenance the Unruh Drain on behalf of the Township; and 

WHEREAS, the purpose of this Agreement is to establish terms and condition between 
the Township and Drain Commissioner in connection with the continued maintenance of the Unruh 
Drain.  

NOW THEREFORE, in consideration of these premises and mutual promises, 
representation and agreements set forth in this Agreement, and for other good and valuable 
consideration, the receipt and adequacy of which is hereby acknowledged, the Parties mutually 
agree as follows: 

1. Authority and Purpose. Pursuant to the Urban Cooperation Act of 1967, as amended 
(MCL 124.501 et seq.), Section 431 of the Michigan Drain Code (MCL 280.431) and any other 
applicable laws of the State of Michigan, the Township and the Drain Commissioner enter into 
this Agreement to establish terms and conditions for purpose of the maintenance of the former 
Unruh Drain (the “Drain”). Each Party agrees to take all actions reasonably necessary to effectuate 
the objectives set forth in this Agreement. 
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2. Emergency Maintenance of Drain. The Drain Commissioner agrees to perform 
any necessary emergency maintenance on the Drain on behalf of, and after written notice is 
provided to the Township and in accordance with the Drain Commissioner’s standards, practices 
and specifications associated with the maintenance of county drains under his jurisdiction. The 
Township hereby grants a license to the Drain Commissioner, its employees and to access, to 
occupy and use all Drain easements for the purpose of maintaining the Drain. The diagram showing 
the Drain and related structures is attached as Exhibit A. 

3. Termination. This Agreement shall automatically terminate at such time that this 
Drain is established pursuant to the Drain Code. In the event that the proposed establishment of 
this Drain does not take place, then either Party may terminate this Agreement upon 180 days’ 
written notice to the other Party. 

 
4. Governing Law. This Agreement is made and entered into in the State of Michigan 

and shall in all respects be interpreted, enforced and governed under the laws of the State of 
Michigan.  The language of all parts of this Agreement is intended to and, in all cases, shall be 
construed as a whole according to its fair meaning, and not construed strictly for or against any 
party. As used in this Agreement, the singular or plural number, possessive or non-possessive shall 
be deemed to include the other whenever the context so suggests or requires. 

5. Reservation of Rights; Governmental Function. This Agreement does not, and is 
not intended to impair, divest, delegate, or contravene any constitutional, statutory, and/or other 
legal right, privilege, power, obligation, duty, or immunity of the Parties. In addition, the Parties 
maintain that the obligations set forth in this Agreement will be in the exercise or discharge of a 
governmental function. Nothing in this Agreement shall be construed as a waiver of governmental 
immunity for either Party. 

6. Severability. If any provision of this Agreement or the application to any person or 
circumstance is, to any extent, judicially determined to be invalid or unenforceable, the remainder 
of the Agreement, or the application of the provision of persons or circumstances other than those 
as to which it is invalid or unenforceable, is not affected and is enforceable, provided the invalid 
provision does not substantially alter the Agreement or make execution impractical. 

7. Binding Agreement; Assignment; and Amendments. This Agreement will be 
binding upon and for the benefit of the Parties hereto and their respective successors and assigns, 
subject to any assignment requiring the prior written consent of the non-assigning Party by an 
amendment to this Agreement signed by both Parties, and the assignor binding the assignee to the 
terms and provisions of this Agreement. 

8. Captions. The section headings or titles and/or all section numbers contained in this 
Agreement are intended for the convenience of the reader and not intended to have any substantive 
meaning and are not to be interpreted as part of this Agreement. 

9. Recitals. The recitals shall be considered an integral part of the Agreement. 
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