
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN 
PLANNING DIVISION 

5151 MARSH ROAD, OKEMOS, MI  48864 
(517) 853-4560

VARIANCE APPLICATION 

A. Applicant  ________________________________________________________________________________________________
Address of Applicant ___________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Telephone (Work) ________________________________  Telephone (Home) _______________________________
Fax _____________________________  Email address: ________________________________________________________
Interest in property (circle one): Owner  Tenant  Option  Other

B. Site address/location ___________________________________________________________________________________
Zoning district _______________________________   Parcel number ________________________________________

C. Nature of request (Please check all that apply):
 Request for variance(s)
 Request for interpretation of provision(s) of the “Zoning Ordinance” of the Code of

Ordinances
 Review an order, requirements, decision, or a determination of a Township official

charged with interpreting or enforcing the provisions of the “Zoning Ordinance” of the
Code of Ordinances

Zoning Ordinance section(s) ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

D. Required Supporting Material  Supporting Material if Applicable 
-Property survey -Architectural sketches
-Legal description -Other
-Proof of property ownership or

approval letter from owner
-Site plan to scale
-Written statement, which demonstrates how all the review criteria will be met (See  next
page)

_________________________________________ _____________________________________ _________________ 
Signature of Applicant   Print Name Date 

Fee:  ___________________________  Received by/Date: __________________________ 

  I (we) hereby grant permission for members of the Charter Township of Meridian Zoning Board 
of Appeals, Township staff members and the Township’s representatives or experts the right to 
enter onto the above described property (or as described in the attached information) in my 
(our) absence for the purposes of gathering information including but not limited to the taking 
and the use of photographs.  (Note to Applicant(s): This is optional and will not affect any 
decision on your application.) 

____________________________________________    ________________________________ 
Signature of Applicant(s) Date 
____________________________________________   ________________________________ 
Signature of Applicant(s) Date 



VARIANCE APPLICATION SUPPLEMENT 

A variance will be granted, if the following Review Criteria are met: 

1. Unique circumstances exist that are peculiar to the land or structure, that are not applicable to
other land or structures in the same zoning district and these unique circumstances are not
self-created.

2. Strict interpretation and enforcement of the literal terms and provisions of this chapter would
result in practical difficulties that would prevent the owner from using the property for a
permitted purpose.

3. Granting the variance is the minimum action necessary which would carry out the spirit of
this zoning ordinance, secure public safety, and provide substantial justice.

4. Granting the variance will not adversely affect adjacent land or the essential character in the
vicinity of the property.

5. Granting the variance will be generally consistent with public interest and the purposes and
intent of this chapter.

Effect of Variance Approval: 

1. Granting a variance shall authorize only the purpose for which it was granted.

2. The effective date of a variance shall be the date of the Zoning Board of Appeals approves such
variance.

3. A building permit must be applied for within 24 months of the date of the approval of the
variance, and a Certificate of occupancy must be issued within 18 months of the date the
building permit was issued, otherwise the variance shall be null and void.

Reapplication: 

1. No application for a variance, which has been denied wholly or in part by the Zoning Board of
Appeals, shall be resubmitted until the expiration of one (1) year or more from the date of
such denial, except on grounds of newly discovered evidence or proof of changed conditions
found by the Zoning Board of Appeals to be sufficient to justify consideration.
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