
All comments limited to 3 minutes, unless prior approval for additional time for good cause is obtained from the Supervisor. 
Appointment of Supervisor Pro Tem and/ or Temporary Clerk if necessary.  

Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary aids or services should contact the Meridian Township Board by contacting: 
Township Manager Frank L. Walsh, 5151 Marsh Road, Okemos, MI 48864 or 517.853.4258 - Ten Day Notice is Required.  
Meeting Location: 5151 Marsh Road, Okemos, Ml 48864 Township Hall 

Providing a safe and welcoming, sustainable, prime community. 

AGENDA 

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN  
TOWNSHIP BOARD – REGULAR MEETING 

November 15, 2022 6:00 pm 

1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE/INTRODUCTIONS

3. ROLL CALL

4. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

5. CONSENT AGENDA

A. Communications

B. Minutes-November 1, 2022 Regular Meeting

C. Bills

D. Resolution in Support of Small Business Saturday-November 26, 2022

E. Resolution in Support of Native American Indian/Alaska Native Heritage 
Month

6. PRESENTATION

A. Recap of 2022 Township Goals

7. JOINT MEETING WITH TOWNSHIP BOARDS & COMMISSIONS

A. Reports of Activity in 2022 and Look Ahead to 2023

i. Planning Commission

ii. Pension Board/Brownfield Redevelopment Authority

iii. Downtown Development Authority

iv. Lake Lansing SAD Advisory Committee
v. Environmental Commission

vi. Community Resources Commission

vii. Communications Commission

viii. Transportation Commission

ix. Park Commission

x. Economic Development Corporation

xi. Board of Review
xii. Corridor Improvement Authority

xiii. Local Officials Compensation Commission

xiv. Zoning Board of Appeals

xv. Land Preservation

8. COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC

9. ADJOURNMENT



2022 Review
“A Prime Community”



2022 Goals
• Infrastructure 

• DEI

• Economic Development

• Township Finances

• Environmental Sustainability

• ARP Funding

• Public Safety

• Recruitment, Retention and Well-Being





Okemos Road Bridge 
Replacement



Grand River Avenue 
Construction



Local Road Program



PASER Ratings Exceeding our Goals
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Working toward our goal of an  
average PASER rating of 8
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Storybook Reading
Children's Book: "Juneteenth –
Celebrating Freedom"



Juneteenth Celebration

The Honorable Judge Wanda Stokes



Diversity in the Workplace



Sanitary Products in Township 
Restrooms





American House Meridian



Other Developments

• Copper Creek
• Silverstone
• Silverleaf
• Trader Joe’s
• Woodward Way
• Buddy’s Pizza



Woodward Way-Affordable 
Housing



Village of Okemos



Haslett Village Square 
Redevelopment





A Look Back…



A Look Back…
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2023 MERS Pension Payment

2023 Actuarial Required $3,135,552

2023 Actual $5,339,460

Total Additional 
Contribution

$2,203,908



General Fund Balance



Motor Pool Fund Balance



Taxable Value
Community Population Tax Value Taxable Value per 

Capita

East Lansing 47,741 $1,119,465,011 $25,124

Delhi 27,710 $864,155,295 $31,186

Total 75,451 $2,063,620,306 $27,350

Meridian 44,916 $2,006,503,581 $45,689.58

Our taxable value per capita is 1.7 times greater than East Lansing and 
Delhi Township.





Build Back the Buffer 
Campaign



4th Solar Array at Police 
Building



Other Solar Projects



EGLE Recycling Center Grant
($205,000-80% of the Project)



Board Approved Projects

Local Road Projects $1,300,000

IT Enhancements $970,000

Electric Cots $262,903

Total Appropriated $2,532,903

Total Remaining $2,006,509





New Ladder Truck



Police Accreditation Renewal



11th Outdoor Warning Siren

Bennett Woods Elementary School



Emergency Siren Map



Police Canine

Officer Anderson and Ares



Electric Cots



Squad Room Improvements



Central Fire Station Payoff 
Schedule
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Teamwork!



Settled 4 Bargaining Contracts



Current Employment #’s

Total Full Time Team 159

Current Vacancies 3

Percent Vacant 1.9%



New Director of Project 
Management & Operations

Melissa Massie



New Assistant Township Manager

Dan Opsommer



New Finance Director

Amanda Garber, CPA



New Communications Manager

Samantha Diehl



New Township Supervisor

Patricia Herring Jackson



New Township Trustees

Marna Wilson and Scott Hendrickson





HOMTV 1st Place
Beat out LA!

HOMTV was selected as the first-
place winner in the NATOA 
Government Programming Awards 
for the Public/Community 
Meetings category. HOMTV 
competed with the City of Moreno 
Valley, CA, James City County, VA, 
the City of Los Angeles, CA, the City 
of Allen, TX, and the City and 
County of San Francisco, CA.



Daniels Drain Construction



Powell Road Sinkhole



August 2022 Community Services 
Millage

This millage passed 
with 73% of voter 
approval & will be in 
effect through 2031.  
It supports 
Recreation, Meridian 
Senior Center, and 
Human Services 
programs.



Community Sign Project



Lake Lansing to MSU Pathway



Township’s Pension Plan



Retiree Health Care



Harris Nature Center 25th 
Anniversary Celebration!



Floating Islands at Central Park 
South



Celebrate Meridian was Back



•

•

•

•

•

•

•



Team Success!



9.A

CONSENT AGENDA  
BOARD 

COMMUNICATION 
November 15th, 2022 





9.B

CONSENT AGENDA 
PROPOSED BOARD MINUTES 

November 15th, 2022 

PROPOSED MOTION: 

(1) Move to approve and ratify the minutes of the Regular Meeting  
_______of November 1st, 2022 as submitted.

ALTERNATE MOTION: 

(1) Move to approve and ratify the minutes of the Regular Meeting
of November 1st, 2022 with the following amendment(s):
[insert amendments]
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CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN 
REGULAR MEETING TOWNSHIP BOARD 2022   -DRAFT- 
5151 Marsh Road, Okemos MI 48864-1198 
517.853.4000, Township Hall Room  
TUESDAY, November 01, 2022 6:00 pm 
 
PRESENT: Supervisor Jackson, Clerk Guthrie, Treasurer Deschaine, Trustees Hendrickson, 

Wilson 
 
ABSENT: Trustees Sundland, Wisinski 
 
STAFF: Township Manager Walsh, Assistant Township Manager and Director of Public 

Works Opsommer, Chief of Police Plaga, Fire Chief Hamel, Community Planning and 
Development Director Schmitt, IT Director Gebes, Economic Development Director 
Clark, Finance Director Garber, Communications Manager Diehl, 

 
1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER 

 
Supervisor Jackson called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm. 

 
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE/INTRODUCTIONS 

 
Supervisor Jackson led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

3. ROLLCALL 
 
Clerk Guthrie called the roll of the Board. All board members are present. 

 
4. PRESENTATION 

 
A. Volunteer of the Year Award 

 
Supervisor Jackson and Trustee Wisinski presented John Sarver and Joyce VanCoevering 
Volunteer of the year awards. 
 
John Sarver and Joyce VanCoeveringthanked the board for the awards. 

 
5. CITIZENS ADDRESS AGENDA ITEMS AND NON-AGENDA ITEMS 

 
Supervisor Jackson opened Public Remarks at 6:06 pm. 
 
NONE 
 
Supervisor Jackson Closed Public remarks at 6:07 pm. 
 

6. TOWNSHIP MANAGER REPORT 
 

Manager Walsh reported the Fire Department will be going through reaccreditation in 
December. The Solar Project is nearly complete. The Okemos Library roof will be completed 
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this week. The new fire department ladder truck has arrived as of today. The deer management 
program is underway. The Fire and Police department held Halloween events.  
 

7. BOARD MEMBER REPORTS OF ACTIVITIES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Trustee Sundland 

• Attended Michigan Municipal League Convention in Muskegon from October 19th-21st  
  

Treasurer Deschaine 
• CATA has settled its union agreement as of yesterday. 
• Attended Zoning Board of Appeals meeting last week 
• Toured the new Ingham County Jail with the Ingham Michigan Township Association 

team 
 

Clerk Guthrie 
• Participated in voter registration drive with CATA, CATA will be providing free bus 

rides to polling locations on Election Day 
• Tuesday November 8th is election day 

 
Trustee Hendrickson 

• Attended board retreat on October 22nd  
 

8. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
Trustee Sundland moved to approve the agenda as Presented. Seconded by Trustee 
Wisinski. 

 
VOICE VOTE: YEAS: Supervisor Jackson, Clerk Guthrie, Treasurer Deschaine,  

Trustees Hendrickson, Sundland. Wilson Wisinski 
 

NAYS: None 
 
Motion carried: 7-0 

 
9. CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Trustee Hendrickson moved to approve the Consent Agenda as presented. Seconded by 
Trustee Wilson. 
 

Supervisor Jackson reviewed the Consent Agenda. 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Supervisor Jackson, Clerk Guthrie, Treasurer Deschaine,  

Trustees Hendrickson, Sundland. Wilson Wisinski 
 

NAYS: None 
 
Motion carried: 7-0 

 
A. Communications 
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Trustee Hendrickson moved that the communications not already assigned for disposition 
be referred to the Township Manager or Supervisor for follow-up. Seconded by Trustee 
Wilson. 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Supervisor Jackson, Clerk Guthrie, Treasurer Deschaine,  

Trustees Hendrickson, Sundland. Wilson Wisinski 
 

NAYS: None 
 
Motion carried: 7-0 

 
B. Minutes  

 
Trustee Hendrickson moved to approve and ratify the minutes of the Regular Meetings of 
September 20, 2022, and October 4, 2022, as submitted. Seconded by Trustee Wilson 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Supervisor Jackson, Clerk Guthrie, Treasurer Deschaine,  

Trustees Hendrickson, Sundland. Wilson Wisinski 
 

NAYS: None 
 
Motion carried: 7-0 

 
 

 
C. Bills 

  
Trustee Hendrickson moved to approve that the Township Board approve the Manager’s 
Bills as follows:  Seconded by Trustee Wilson. 

 
Common Cash       $           562,237.49

 Public Works       $           541,291.91 
  Trust & Agency      $                                518.66
      Total Checks   $                    1,104,048.06 
 
  Credit Card Transactions     $              14,338.88 
  09/29/22 to 10/12/2022     
      Total Purchases  $                    1,118,386.94 
 
  ACH Payments      $            936,576.91 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Supervisor Jackson, Clerk Guthrie, Treasurer Deschaine,  

Trustees Hendrickson, Sundland. Wilson Wisinski 
 

NAYS: None 
 
Motion carried: 7-0 
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D. 2023 Board Meeting Schedule resolution 
 
Trustee Hendrickson moved to adopt the 2023 township board meeting schedule. Seconded by 
Trustee Wilson. 

 
ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Supervisor Jackson, Clerk Guthrie, Treasurer Deschaine,  

Trustees Hendrickson, Sundland. Wilson Wisinski 
 

NAYS: None 
 
Motion carried: 7-0 

 
E. Resolution to Authorize Grant Agreement Acceptance for MSU to Lake Lansing Connector 

Trail, Phase III, Michigan Natural Resource Trust Fund Grand Program 
 

Trustee Hendrickson move to approve the resolution to authorize grant agreement 
acceptance for the MSU to Lake Lansing connector trail, Phase III, Michigan Natural 
Resource Trust Fund Grant Program. Seconded by Trustee Wilson. 

 
ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Supervisor Jackson, Clerk Guthrie, Treasurer Deschaine,  

Trustees Hendrickson, Sundland. Wilson Wisinski 
 

NAYS: None 
 
Motion carried: 7-0 

  
F. Disposal of Miscellaneous Equipment  

 
Trustee Hendrickson moved to approve the sale or disposal of HOMTV surplus equipment. 
Seconded by Trustee Wilson.  

 
ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Supervisor Jackson, Clerk Guthrie, Treasurer Deschaine,  

Trustees Hendrickson, Sundland. Wilson Wisinski 
 

NAYS: None 
 
Motion carried: 7-0 
 

G. Placement of Delinquent Special Assessments, Delinquent Utilities, Delinquent False Alarms, 
Unpaid Lot Mowing/Code Violations and Misc. Fees on Winter Tax Roll for 2022  
 

Trustee Hendrickson moved to assess the charges identified I the staff memorandum with 
parcel identification available in the Treasurer's Office dated November 2, 2021 for 
delinquent Special Assessments, Utility Bills, False Alarms, Nuisance, Lot Mowing/Code 
Violation, and Misc. Fees as a tax lien against the subject properties as authorized by 
Michigan Compiled Laws (MCL) 41.727, 41.728, and Meridian Township Ordinance Code 
Sections 58-32, 58-33, 78- 98, 78-155, 46-5, 82-27, 18-1, and 18-15. Seconded by Trustee 
Wilson. 
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ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Supervisor Jackson, Clerk Guthrie, Treasurer Deschaine,  

Trustees Hendrickson, Sundland. Wilson Wisinski 
 

NAYS: None 
 
Motion carried: 7-0 

 
10. QUESTIONS FOR THE ATTORNEY – NONE 

 
11. PUBLIC HEARINGS - NONE 
 
12. ACTION ITEMS 
  

A. Village of Okemos – Brownfield Plan  
 
Director Schmitt outlined the Village of Okemos Brownfield Plan for action.  
 

Treasurer Deschaine moved to adopt the resolution approving the Village of Okemos 
Brownfield Plan for the properties on the north and south sides of Hamilton Road, between 
Okemos Road, Methodist Street, Ardmore Avenue, and Clinton Street, with a total increment 
revenue to be captured not to exceed $8,199,635 ($6,962,627 maximum to the developer) 
over a 19-year capture period. Seconded by Trustee Hendrickson.  
  

The board discussed this item before calling for a vote. 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Clerk Guthrie, Treasurer Deschaine, Trustees Hendrickson, 

_________Sundland, Wilson, Wisinski Supervisor Jackson 
 

NAYS: None 
 
Motion carried: 7-0 
 

B. Credit Card Policy & Elimination of Petty Cash 
 
Finance Director Garber outlined the new Credit Card Policy & Elimination of Petty Cash for 
action. 
 

Trustee Wilson moved to approve the Meridian Township credit card policy and best 
practices guidance. Seconded by Treasurer Deschaine. 
 

The board discussing the new policy before calling for a vote. 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Treasurer Deschaine, Trustees Hendrickson, Sundland, Wilson, 

_________Wisinski, Supervisor Jackson, Clerk Guthrie 
 

NAYS: None 
 
Motion carried: 7-0 
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C. Ordinance 2022-14 – RRA District Deletion – Introduction 
 
Director Schmitt outlined Ordinance 2022-14 - RRA District Deletion for introduction 

 
Trustee Wisinski move to adopt the resolution approving for introduction Zoning 
Amendment 2022-14 to amend the Zoning Ordinance of the Charter Township of Meridian at 
multiple sections to delete the RRA, One-Family Suburban Estate Residential District from 
the Zoning Ordinance. Seconded by Trustee Wilson. 
 

The board discussed Ordinance 2022-14 before calling for a vote. 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Trustees Hendrickson, Sundland, Wilson, Wisinski, Supervisor  

_________Jackson, Clerk Guthrie, Treasurer Deschaine 
 

NAYS: None 
 
Motion carried: 7-0 

 
D. Ordinance 2022-18 – RRA Properties Rezoning – Introduction 

 
Director Schmitt outlined Ordinance 2022-18 – RRA Properties Rezoning for Introduction 
 

Trustee Hendrickson move to adopt the resolution approving for introduction Ordinance 
2022-18, an ordinance to rezone the following seven parcels from RRA, One-Family, 
Suburban Estate Residential District, to RA, One-Family, Medium Density Residential 
 
1. 1250 Ethel Street – Parcel ID# 33-02-02-23-377-011  
2. 4544 Van Atta Road – Parcel ID# 33-02-02-24-377-004  
3. 4536 Van Atta Road – Parcel ID# 33-02-02-24-377-005  
4. 4558 Van Atta Road – Parcel ID# 33-02-02-24-377-012  
5. 4552 Van Atta Road – Parcel ID# 33-02-02-24-377-013  
6. 4564 Van Atta Road – Parcel ID# 33-02-02-24-377-017  
7. Unaddressed Van Atta Road – Parcel ID# 33-02-02-24-377-018  
 
Seconded by Trustee Wilson. 
 

The board discussed Ordinance 2022-18 before calling for a vote. 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Trustees Sundland, Wilson, Wisinski, Supervisor Jackson, Clerk  

_________Guthrie, Treasurer Deschaine, Trustee Hendrickson 
 

NAYS: None 
 
Motion carried: 7-0 

 
E. Disbursement of 2023 Health Care/Health Savings Account 
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Manager Walsh outlined the Disbursement of 2023 Health Care/Health Savings Account for 
action. 
 

Clerk Guthrie moved to authorize $200,000 in health care savings be passed onto the team, 
in the form of health savings account allocations, for the 2023 calendar year. Seconded by 
Trustee Wisinski. 
 

Treasurer Deschaine asked if the HSA plan from last year cost the township additional 
money. 
 
Manager Walsh replied it could, but it depends on employee turnover. 
 
Treasurer Deschaine asked if some money is being held back in anticipation of double 
payments. 
 
Manager Walsh replied that is correct. 
 
Trustee Hendrickson asked why the township wouldn’t disburse HSA benefits across each 
pay-period to avoid double payments. 
 
Manager Walsh replied that some staff reported they have high medical costs at the 
beginning of the year. 
 
Clerk Guthrie asked what will change for employees with this year’s HSA plan. 
 
Manager Walsh replied nothing will change for employees as this is the same plan as last 
year. 
 
Clerk Guthrie asked how the township came up with the $4,500 opt out clause. 
 
Manager Walsh replied the clause is to incentivize those who are already covered with 
outside health insurance to opt out, take a cash payment for themselves, while also saving 
money for the township. 
 
Supervisor Jackson asked if unused HSA money rolls over into the next year. 
 
Manager Walsh replied that is correct. 
 

ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Trustees Wilson, Wisinski, Supervisor Jackson, Clerk Guthrie, 
_________Treasurer Deschaine, Trustees Hendrickson, Sundland 

 
NAYS: None 
 
Motion carried: 7-0 

 
13. BOARD DISCUSSION ITEMS-NONE 

 
14. COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 
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Supervisor Jackson opened Public Remarks at 8:17 pm. 
 
Joyce VanCoeveringthanked the board for the Volunteer of the year award. 

 
Supervisor Jackson closed Public Remarks at 8:19 pm. 
 

15. OTHER MATTERS AND BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS 
 

Treasurer Deschaine noted the board retreat was successful and would like to schedule time to 
follow up on the retreat as a board. 
 
Clerk Guthrie thanked the Department of Public works for stocking the township’s women’s 
restrooms with feminine hygiene products. 
 
Supervisor Jackson thanked the Diversity Equity and Inclusion taskforce and Directors Tithof 
and Massie for their help in stocking the township’s women’s restrooms with feminine hygiene 
products. 

 
16. ADJOURNMENT 

 
Trustee Wilson moved to adjourn. Seconded by Trustee Hendrickson. 
 
VOICE/HAND VOTE:   Motion carried 7-0 

 
Supervisor Jackson adjourned the meeting at 7:24 pm. 

 
 

 

 
 

___________                 _____________ 
PATRICIA H. JACKSON, 

TOWNSHIP SUPERVISOR 

 
____________               ________________ 

DEBORAH GUTHRIE 
TOWNSHIP CLERK 

 
 



























Providing a safe and welcoming, sustainable, prime community. 

5. D

To: Board Members 

From: Patricia Herring Jackson, Township Supervisor 

Date: November 10, 2022 

Re: Resolution in Support of Small Business Saturday 

Meridian Township celebrates our local small businesses and the contributions they make to our 

local economy and community.  This year, Small Business Saturday is November 26, 2022.  The 

attached resolution has been drafted for the Township Board to give public recognition for Small 

Business Saturday.   

The following motion is proposed for Board consideration:  

MOVE TO ADOPT THE ATTACHED RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF SMALL BUSINESS 

SATURDAY. 

Attachment: 

1. Resolution in Support of Small Business Saturday
2.    Press Release on Meridian Township Bonus Bucks Gift Card Program



          

 RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF SMALL BUSINESS SATURDAY 

At a regular meeting of the Township Board of the Charter Township of Meridian, Ingham 
County, Michigan, held on the 15th day of November 2022, at 6:00 pm local time. 

 
PRESENT:    
 

 

ABSENT:    
 

The following resolution was offered by______and supported 
by__________________________________. 
 

WHEREAS, the Charter Township of Meridian celebrates our local small businesses and the 
contributions they make to our local economy and community; and 

 
WHEREAS, in the United States, small businesses represent 99.7% of firms with paid 

employees, small businesses are responsible for 62% of net new jobs created since 1995, and small 
businesses employ 46.8% of the employees in the private sector in the United States according to 
the United States Small Business Administration, there are 32.5 million small businesses; and 
 

WHEREAS, 79% of consumers understand the importance of supporting the small 
businesses in their community on Small Business Saturday®, 70% report the day makes them want 
to encourage others to Shop Small®, independently-owned retailers, and 66% report that the day 
makes them want to Shop Small all year long; and 
 

WHEREAS, 58% of shoppers reported they shopped online with a small business and 54% 
reported they dined or ordered takeout from a small restaurant, bar, or café on Small Business 
Saturday in 2021; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Charter Township of Meridian celebrates the contributions of all of our local 
businesses, today we remit special attention to our small business owners that create jobs, boost 
our local economy, and preserve our communities; and 
 

WHEREAS, the 2022 Bonus Bucks program was created by the Meridian Area Business 
Association in collaboration with Meridian Economic Development Corporation, to support the 
business community, especially those impacted by the construction on Grand River Avenue. Bonus 
Bucks will provide an additional $50 gift card to the first 10 patrons at participating businesses 
starting Saturday November 26, 2022; and     

 
WHEREAS, the Meridian Economic Development Corporation, Meridian Township Board, as 

well as public and private organizations, across the community and Country have endorsed the 

Saturday after Thanksgiving as Small Business Saturday. 

 
 



NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE TOWNSHIP BOARD OF THE CHARTER 
TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN, INGHAM COUNTY, MICHIGAN, that November 26, 2022 will be Small 
Business Saturday. 
 

ADOPTED:  YEAS: 
 NAYS:    

 

STATE OF MICHIGAN ) 
)  ss 

COUNTY OF INGHAM ) 
 

I, the undersigned, the duly qualified and acting Clerk of the Township Board of the Charter 
Township of Meridian, Ingham County, Michigan, DO HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing is a true 
and complete copy of a resolution adopted at a regular meeting of the Township Board on the 15th 
day of November 2022. 

 
 

Deborah Guthrie, Clerk  
Charter Township of Meridian 



 
 

The community of Meridian Township is in close proximity to the Michigan State Capitol and Michigan State University. The Township 
serves the community through exceptional services, beneficial amenities and an outstanding quality of life. It is a welcoming community 
that celebrates quality education, recreation and lifestyles. 
 

  

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
November 8, 2022 

 
CONTACT: Amber Clark, Neighborhoods & 

Economic Development Director 
517.853.4568 | clark@meridian.mi.us  

 

Meridian Township Announces ‘Bonus Bucks’ Gift Card Program Participants 
Township Organizations Partner to Encourage Shopping Local this Holiday Season 

 
Meridian Township, MI – The Meridian Economic Development Corporation and Meridian Area 
Business Association (MABA) are partnering together to offer a shop local gift card initiative, 
'Bonus Bucks', for Meridian area businesses impacted by the construction.  
 
After 18 months of COVID-19 restrictions, an additional 18 months of construction on Grand River 
Avenue and Okemos Road Bridge, the local business economy has been negatively impacted. 
 
“Our goal as an organization is to support our member businesses in the Meridian Township Area,” 
stated Nate Kirk, President MABA. “We feel that the ‘Bonus Bucks’ gift card program is a great way 
to help businesses who have been hampered by the lingering effects of the COVID-19 pandemic, as 
well as the ongoing infrastructure improvements in the area.” MABA is a local association of 
Meridian Township business community members across all industries.  
 
The ‘Bonus Bucks' gift card program is a buy one, get one offer. The first 10 shoppers who purchase 
a $50 gift card from a participating location, will receive a bonus $50 gift card to use at a later date. 
‘Bonus Bucks’ will kick off on Small Business Saturday, November 26 and continue through 
December 23 or while supplies last.  
 
The participating local businesses include; Soldan's Pet's Supply, Mid-Michigan Martial Arts, 
High Caliber Karting, Carousel Consignments, Buddy's Pizza, Dusty's Cellar, Buddies Pub & 
Grill Okemos, Graff Chevrolet, Mert's Meats, Launch Trampoline Park, School of Rock, 
Nothing Bundt Cakes and Pet's Supplies Plus.  
  
“The ‘Bonus Bucks’ program will launch strategically when we all have time off from work, time 
with family and as we begin planning our holiday shopping,” stated Amber Clark, Neighborhoods 
and Economic Development Director. “This is a way to shop for those you love, while giving back to 
our local community.”  
 
For additional information, contact Neighborhoods and Economic Development Director Amber 
Clark at clark@meridian.mi.us.  
 

### 

mailto:clark@meridian.mi.us


 
 

 

  

Providing a safe and welcoming, sustainable, prime community. 

 

5. E 

To:  Board Members 

From:  Patricia Herring Jackson, Township Supervisor 

Date:  November 14, 2022 

Re: Resolution in Support of Native American Heritage Month 

 

Meridian Township wishes to recognize the month of November 2022 as “National Native 

American Heritage Month” and to recognize the Friday after Thanksgiving as “Native American 

Heritage Day” in accordance with section 2(10) of the Native American Heritage Day Act of 2009 

(Public Law 111–33; 123 Stat. 1923). 

  
The following motion is proposed for Board consideration:   

 

MOVE TO ADOPT THE ATTACHED RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF NATIVE AMERICAN 

HERITAGE MONTH. 

 

 

Attachment: 

1. Resolution in Support of Native American Heritage Month 
 

 



          RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF NATIONAL NATIVE AMERICAN HERITAGE MONTH 

At a regular meeting of the Township Board of the Charter Township of Meridian, Ingham 
County, Michigan, held on the 15th day of November 2022, at 6:00 pm local time. 

 
PRESENT:    
 

 

ABSENT:    
 

The following resolution was offered by______and supported 
by__________________________________. 
 

WHEREAS, from November 1- November 30, the United States celebrates National Native 
American Heritage Month; and 

WHEREAS, National Native American Heritage Month is an opportunity to consider and 
recognize the contributions of Native Americans to the history of the United States; and 

WHEREAS, Native Americans are descendants of the original, Indigenous inhabitants of 
what is now the United States; and 

WHEREAS, the Census Bureau estimates that—(1) in 2020, there were 9,666,058 
individuals of American Indian and Alaska Native descent in the United States; and (2) in 2019, 
there were 607,010 individuals of Native Hawaiian descent in the United States; and 

WHEREAS, Native Americans maintain vibrant cultures and traditions and hold a deeply 
rooted sense of community; and 

WHEREAS, Native Americans have moving stories of tragedy, triumph, and perseverance 
that need to be shared with future generations; and     

WHEREAS,  Native Americans speak and preserve Indigenous languages, which have 
contributed to the English language by being used as names of individuals and locations (i.e. 
Okemos in Meridian Township) throughout the United States; and 

WHEREAS, Congress has consistently reaffirmed support for Tribal self-governance and 
self-determination policies for Native American communities and the commitment of the United 
States to improving the lives of all Native Americans by—(1) enhancing health care and law 
enforcement resources; and (2) improving the housing and socioeconomic status of Native 
Americans; and 

WHEREAS,  Congress has recognized the contributions of the Iroquois Confederacy and the 
influence of the Iroquois Confederacy on the Founding Fathers in the drafting of the Constitution of 
the United States with the concepts of—(1) freedom of speech; (2) the separation of governmental 
powers; and (3) the system of checks and balances between the branches of government; and 

WHEREAS, with the enactment of the Native American Heritage Day Act of 2009 (Public 
Law 111–33;123 Stat. 1922), Congress—(1) reaffirmed the government-to-government 
relationship between the United States and Native American governments; and (2) recognized the 
important contributions of Native Americans to the culture of the United States; and 



WHEREAS, Native Americans have made distinct and important contributions to the United 
States and the rest of the world in many fields, including the fields of agriculture, environmental 
stewardship, wayfinding, medicine, music, dance, language, and art; and 

WHEREAS, contemporary applications of traditional knowledge systems of Native 
Americans have expanded scientific, environmental, and intercultural understanding; and 

WHEREAS, Native Americans have distinguished themselves as inventors, entrepreneurs, 
spiritual leaders, and scholars; and  

WHEREAS, The Nokomis Cultural Heritage Center is a non-profit Native American Cultural 
Center located at the Meridian Historical Village, dedicated to the preservation and presentation of 
Anishinaabe culture. For nearly two decades they have been working to teach the people of the 
State of Michigan about Anishinaabe (Ojibwa, Odawa and Potawatomi) arts, culture and history; 
and 

WHEREAS, the people of the United States, the State of Michigan and Meridian Township 

have reason to honor the great achievements and contributions of Native Americans and their 

ancestors; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE TOWNSHIP BOARD OF THE CHARTER 
TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN, INGHAM COUNTY, MICHIGAN, joins with The Nokomis Cultural 

Heritage Center: 
(1) to recognize the month of November 2022 as “National Native American Heritage Month”; 
(2) to recognize the Friday after Thanksgiving as “Native American Heritage Day” in accordance 
with section 2(10) of the Native American Heritage Day Act of 2009 (Public Law 111–33; 123 Stat. 
1923); and 
(3) to urge the people of Meridian Township to observe National Native American Heritage Month 
and Native American Heritage Day with ongoing support, appropriate programs and activities 
including new visits to Nokomis Cultural Heritage Center. 
 

ADOPTED:  YEAS: 
 NAYS:    

 

STATE OF MICHIGAN ) 

)  ss 
COUNTY OF INGHAM ) 

 
I, the undersigned, the duly qualified and acting Clerk of the Township Board of the Charter 

Township of Meridian, Ingham County, Michigan, DO HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing is a true 
and complete copy of a resolution adopted at a regular meeting of the Township Board on the 15th 
day of November 2022. 

 
 

Deborah Guthrie, Clerk  
Charter Township of Meridian 
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