
 

 
Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary aids or services should contact: Director of Community Planning and Development 
Timothy R. Schmitt, 5151 Marsh Road, Okemos, MI 48864 or 517.853.4506 - Ten Day Notice is Required.  
Meeting Location: 5151 Marsh Road, Okemos, MI 48864 
 

 

AGENDA 

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN  

PLANNING COMMISSION – REGULAR MEETING 

June 27, 2022 7PM 

1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER 
2. ROLL CALL 
3. PUBLIC REMARKS 
4. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES  

A. June 13, 2022 Regular Meeting 
 

6. COMMUNICATIONS 

 
7. PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 
8. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

A. Planned Unit Development #22-014 – 3560 Hulett Road 
B. Text Amendment 2022-08 – Traffic Impact Study Standards 
C. Text Amendment 2022-12 – Refuse/Storage Container Regulations 
 

9. OTHER BUSINESS 

 
10. REPORTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

A. Township Board update. 
B. Liaison reports. 

 
11. PROJECT UPDATES 

A. New Applications 
B. Site Plans Received   
C. Site Plans Approved  

 
12. PUBLIC REMARKS 

 
13. ADJOURNMENT  
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CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN  
PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING 

June 27, 2022 7PM 

 
Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary aids or services should contact: Director of Community Planning and Development 
Timothy R. Schmitt, 5151 Marsh Road, Okemos, MI 48864 or 517.853.4506 - Ten Day Notice is Required.  
Meeting Location: 5151 Marsh Road, Okemos, MI 48864 
 
Providing a safe and welcoming, sustainable, prime community. 

 

TENTATIVE PLANNING COMMISSION AGENDA 
July 11, 2022 

  
1. PUBLIC HEARINGS  

A. Special Use Permit #22-071 – Butterflies Group Childcare 
 

2. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

A. None 
 

3. OTHER BUSINESS 
 
A. None 
 

 
   



CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN 
PLANNING COMMISSION  
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 
 
June 13, 2022 
5151 Marsh Road, Okemos, MI 48864-1198 
853-4000, Town Hall Room, 7:00 P.M. 

 
 

PRESENT: Chair Blumer, Vice-Chair Trezise, Commissioners Cordill, McConnell, Premoe, 
Richards, Shrewsbury, Snyder 

 
ABSENT: None 
 
STAFF:  Director of Community Planning & Development Timothy Schmitt, Senior 

Planner Brian Shorkey, Multimedia Producer Samantha Diehl 
 
1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER 
 
Chair Blumer called the regular meeting to order at 7:00 pm.  
 
2. ROLL CALL 
 
Chair Blumer called the roll of the Planning Commission, all present.  
 
3.  PUBLIC REMARKS 
 
Chair Blumer opened public remarks at 7:00 pm. 
 
NONE 
 
Chair Blumer closed public remarks at 7:01 pm. 

 
4.  APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
Vice-Chair Trezise moved to approve the agenda.  
Seconded by Commissioner Cordill. 
 
VOICE VOTE:  Motion approved unanimously. 
 
5.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

A. May 23, 2022 Regular Meeting 
 

Commissioner McConnell moved to approve the Minutes of the May 23rd, 2022 Planning 
Commission Regular Meeting. Seconded by Commissioner Snyder. 
 
Commissioner McConnell noted a correction on page five, paragraph five, last sentence. Currently 
reads, “He further stated CATA operates a shopping bus that circulates shopping centers.” Should 
read “He further stated CATA operates a shopping bus that serves shopping centers.” 

DRAFT 
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VOICE VOTE:  Motion approved unanimously. 
 
6. COMMUNICATIONS 
 

A. Email from Mr. and Mrs. Keerthi RE: PUD 22-014  
 
Chair Blumer noted two other communications have been received 
 

B. Email from Mr. Radhika Prasad RE: Planned Unit Development # 22-014 (3560 Hulett ) 
 

C. Letter from Mrs. Earle and Netzloff family (3560 Hulett) 
 
 

7. PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 

A. Planned Unit Development #22-014 – 3560 Hulett Road 
 
Senior Planner Shorkey outlined Planned Unit Development #22-014 – 3560 Hulett Road 
for Public Hearing. 
 
Applicant Jim Giguere, 16900 Pine Hallow Dr., East Lansing, MI further outlined Planned 
Unit Development #22-014 for Public Hearing 
 
Vice-Chair Trezise asked if there is a plan for a retention pond. 
 
Mr. Giguere replied the Ingham Drain Commission has an outlet to the adjacent pond, but 
details remain to be worked out. 
 
Vice-Chair Trezise asked if there is a plan to hook into public utilities. 
 
Mr. Giguee replied there is, the method depends on what the township will allow. 
 
Commissioner McConnell asked about removal of existing structures. 
 
Mr. Giguere replied he will contact people who use barn wood in an effort to repurpose 
salvageable wood. 
 
Commissioner Richards noted the pedestrian bike pathway ends at this area, and asked if 
the pedestrian path will be installed here. 
 
Senior Planner Shorkey replied the pathway will be required to be installed here. 
 
Commissioner McConnell asked storm water runoff and retention. 
 
Director Schmitt stated the standard is to retain and infiltrate storm water on site, with 
controlled discharges, per the ICDC’s standards.  
 
Chair Blumer asked Mr. Giguere what the timeline of the project is. 
 



Planning Commission Regular Meeting Minutes -DRAFT- 
Page 3 

 
Mr. Giguere replied as soon as possible. 
 
Laurie Netzloff-Adams read letters on behalf on her brother Mark Netzloff and sister Karen 
Netzloff-Earle who both spoke in support of this project. 
 

Chair Blumer called for a Straw Vote. 
 

STRAW VOTE: YEAS: Vice-Chair Trezise, Commissioners Snyder, Richards, McConnell, 
_________Premoe, Cordill, Shrewsbury Chair Blumer 

 
NAYS: None 
 
RESULTS:  8-0 

 
 Chair Blumer closed the Public Hearing at 7:20 pm. 
 

B. Text Amendment 2022-11 – Municipal Signage 
 
Director Schmitt outlined Text Amendment 2022-11, Municipal Signage for Public Hearing. 
 
Commissioner Cordill asked what township signage would look like. 
 
Director Schmitt replied all signs will be up to the Township Board for approval. All signs 
will maintain Meridian Township brand standard. Staff and the Township board will 
ultimately decide the sizes and locations of signs. 
 
Commissioner Richards noted almost all township property is zoned as residential, which is 
very restrictive when it comes to signs. He supports the text amendment as it grants the 
township more freedom when it comes to placing signs on its own property. 
 

Commissioner Premoe moved to suspend the rules to take action on this item tonight. 
Seconded by Commissioner Richards.  
 

Commissioner McConnell asked about the need for urgency on this item as he wouldn’t 
wave the rules for a private applicant. 
 
Commissioner Shrewsbury noted this has been before the board already and sees no issue 
passing this tonight. 
 
Commissioner Premoe stated the commission would waive the rules based on merit for a 
private applicant. 
 
Commissioner Cordill noted she would feel more comfortable approving this if she had seen 
the signs. 
 

ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Vice-Chair Trezise, Commissioners Snyder, Richards, 
_________Premoe, Shrewsbury, Chair Blumer 

 
NAYS: Commissioners McConnell, Cordill 
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Motion Carried: 6-2 

 
Commissioner Richards moved to approve Text Amendment 2022-11 - Municipal Signage. 
Seconded by Vice-Chair Trezise. 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Commissioner Shrewsbury, Richards, Premoe, Snyder, 

Vice-Chair Trezise, Chair Blumer 
 

NAYS: Commissioners McConnell, Cordill 
 
Motion Carried: 6-2 

 
C. Text Amendment 2022-12 – Refuse/Storage Container Regulations 

 
Senior Planner Shorkey outlined Text Amendment 2022-12 – Refuse/Storage Container 
Regulations for public hearing. 
 

Chair Blumer called for a Straw Vote. 
 

STRAW VOTE: YEAS: Vice-Chair Trezise, Commissioners Snyder, Richards, 
_________Premoe, Cordill, Shrewsbury McConnell, Chair Blumer 

 
NAYS: None 
 
RESULTS:  8-0 

 
8. UNFINISHED BUSINESS-NONE 

 
9. OTHER BUSINESS 
 

A. Special Use Permit #22-061 – Meridian Township Changing Message Signs 
 
Director Schmitt outlined Special Use Permit #22-061 - Meridian Township Changing 
Message Signs for discussion. He explained the sign may not display more than five different 
messages a day and the sign may not change more than one time in a minute. 
 
Commissioner Richards noted the official name of the Township is the Charter Township of 
Meridian and not Meridian Township. This had led to a previous Clerk asking for a sign to be 
removed. Director Schmitt indicated he would look into this issue. 
 

Vice-Chair Trezise moved Move to adopt the resolution approving Special Use Permit #22-
061, a request to install one changing message sign to be installed at the Municipal Building 
property at 5151 Marsh Road and another changing message sign to be installed at the 
Marketplace on the Green property at 1995 Central Park Drive. Both changing message signs 
shall not exceed 20 square feet in size. Seconded by Commissioner Shrewsbury. 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Commissioners Richards, Shrewsbury, Cordill, Premoe, McConnell 

_________Snyder, Vice-Chair Trezise, Chair Blumer 
 

NAYS: None 
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Motion Carried: 8-0 

 
B. Planning Commission By-laws – Discussion 

 
Director Schmitt outlined Planning Commission By-Laws for discussion. 
 
Vice-Chair Trezise noted the public hearing is the first time the public has the opportunity to 
see and speak on an item and feels the Commission should continue to wait to approve items 
until they have come back at the meeting after the public hearing. He further noted the bylaws 
allow for the commission to take action on the same day by waiving the rule when 
appropriate. 
 
Commissioner Shrewsbury noted there should be some standards the commission uses when 
it decides whether it will waive the rule or not. 
 
Commissioner Premoe also noted that he supported the idea of seeing some standard for 
waiving the rules for applicants. 

 
10. REPORTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

A. Township Board update 
 
Director Schmitt reported the Township Board met with the Haslett robotics team, sponsored 
new Police and Firefighter candidates, held the Flags over Meridian Tribute to Tom Haas, 
watched a presentation on the new mascot for Okemos Public Schools, watched a presentation 
from Chief Hamel on severe weather and were presented an overview of the township Audit. 
 
Director Schmitt further reported the Township Board approved the Bickford House Project, 
the Meeting Attendance Accommodation Policy was adopted, the Public Hearing for Haslett 
Village square is set for July 12th, and the board approved the establishment of a Commercial 
Rehabilitation District and finally discussed the Planned Unit Development deck Ordinance. 
 

B. Liaison reports 
 
Commissioner Premoe 

• Will attend his first Zoning Board of Appeals meeting on Wednesday 
 

Vice-Chair Trezise 
• Attended Economic Development Corporation meeting last week where there was not 

a quorum 
• Sworn into Brownfield Redevelopment Authority and will be meeting on Thursday this 

week 
 

Commissioner McConnell 
• Environmental Commission met June 1st and continued to work on updating the Climate 

Sustainability Action Plan 
 

Chair Blumer 
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• Attended most recent Downtown Development Authority meeting where several light 

posts were removed as part of the bridge construction 
 
11. PROJECT UPDATES 

 
A. New Applications  

  
a. SUP #22-071 – Butterflies Group Daycare  

 
B. Site Plans Received  

 
a. SPR #22-04 – Commons Church Parking Lot Expansion 

 
b. SPR #22-07 – Presbyterian Church Solar Panels 
 

C. Site Plans Approved   
 

a. SPR #22-05 – Bharatiya Temple Parking Lights 
 

12. PUBLIC REMARKS  
 
Chair Blumer opened Public Remarks at 8:09 PM. 
 
NONE 
 
Chair Blumer closed Public Remarks at 8:09 PM. 
 
13. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Commissioner Cordill moved to Adjourn. Seconded by Commissioner Shrewsbury. 
 
VOICE VOTE:  Motion approved unanimously. 
 
Chair Blumer adjourned the regular meeting at 8:09 pm. 
 



 

 

To:  Planning Commission  
 
From:  Brian Shorkey, AICP, Senior Planner 
 
Date:  June 23, 2022 
 
Re: Planned Unit Development #22-014 (3560 Hulett) – 6 single family residential 

lots on approximately 5 acres  
 
 
Giguere Homes has submitted a planned unit development (PUD) proposal at the property at 3560 
Hulett Road. The PUD proposal includes the construction of 5 new detached single-family homes 
and the preservation of the existing house on approximately 5 acres located on Hulett Road. Access 
to the 6 new properties is from a single cul-de-sac that the applicant is proposing to be built. A water 
feature, called Paxton Pond on the plan, is included in the permanently preserved open space. The 
Planning Commission held a public hearing for this application on June 13, 2022 and indicated 
support for the project. 
 
The intent of the PUD ordinance is to permit greater flexibility and more creative design of 
residential developments than is possible under conventional zoning regulations. The PUD 
ordinance allows a developer to propose a residential project with diverse housing types and 
different lot dimensions and yard setbacks as those prescribed in the underlying zoning district. Lot 
size, yards, frontage requirements, setbacks, building height, and type and size of dwelling unit 
restrictions are generally waived in a PUD. In exchange for the flexible standards, a minimum of 50% 
of the project area, excluding wetlands and floodplains, must be preserved as open space. 
 
Zoning 
The property proposed for development is located in the RA (Single Family-Medium Density) zoning 
district. A PUD is allowed in any residential zoning district on any sized property. All uses in all 
residential zoning districts are allowed in a PUD, which means any type and mix of housing (detached 
or attached single family dwellings or multiple family dwellings) are permitted. Detached single family 
homes are proposed. The properties to the north, east, and south are also zoned RA while the property 
to the west, Okemos High School, is zoned RR (Rural Residential). 
 
Master Plan 
The property is designated on the Future Land Use Map from the 2017 Master Plan as R-2 Residential, 
0.5-3.5 dwelling units per acre (du/a). With 6 lots on 5 acres, the density of the proposed development 
at 1.20 du/a falls within the R-2 Master Plan designation. The same future land use is designated on 
the properties to the north, east, and south. The property to the west is Okemos High School and is 
designated as Institutional. 
 
Physical Features 
The site contains the historical farmhouse and associated outbuildings, as well as the pond. At the 
request of the Planning Commission, the applicant has supplied an aerial photo that numbers the 
outbuildings and lists their historical uses.  
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Providing a safe and welcoming, sustainable, prime community. 

 

 

The Township GIS data shows the presence of a wetland on the property, associated with Paxton Pond. 
The wetland was delineated by Marx Wetlands in May 2022. The entire wetland lies within the 
protected open space and all development is outside of the required 40-foot setback. The Flood 
Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) for Meridian Township indicates there are no floodplains on the property.   
 
Streets and Traffic 
The subject site is located on the east side of Hulett Road. Hulett Road is a two-lane road designated 
as a Collector Street on the Street Setbacks and Service Drives Map in the Zoning Ordinance. The 
most recent traffic count information from the Ingham County Road Department (ICRD) for Hulett 
Road north of Jolly Road showed a total of 1,948 southbound vehicles in a 24-hour period.  
 
The 2017 Master Plan shows a proposed seven foot wide pathway and paved shoulders along both 
sides of Hulett Road. The applicant will be required to construct sidewalks on the proposed cul-de-
sac on the subject property if the PUD is approved. Those sidewalks will be required to connect to 
the pathway on Hulett Road. As the PUD will only result in an increase of five homes, no traffic study 
will be required.  
 
Utilities 
Municipal water and sewer are available in the vicinity of the subject site. At the June 13th public hearing 
the applicant said that the development would connect to public utilities. The location and capacity of 
utilities for any proposed development will be reviewed in detail by the Department of Public Works 
and Engineering during the Site Plan Review process. 
 
Staff Analysis 
When reviewing the project, the Planning Commission should consider whether or not the project 
meets the purpose and minimum PUD performance objectives found in Sections 86-439(a) and (b) of 
the Code of Ordinances, the appropriateness of the requested waivers, and the general restrictions and 
standards for a PUD as outlined in Section 86-439(c) of the Code of Ordinances.  The following is a 
summary of the project’s consistency with the provisions of the PUD ordinance. 
 
Open space: In a PUD a minimum of 50% of the project area, excluding wetlands and floodplains, must 
be preserved as “common open space.” With a total of 3.96 acres of developable area, the proposed PUD 
is required to preserve at least 50 percent of the site, or 1.98 acres, as open space. The submitted PUD 
plan provides 2.37 acres of open space. The common open space will have to be recorded in the County 
Register of Deeds as reserved or dedicated by means of a restrictive covenant. 
 
Streets/Circulation Facilities: The PUD ordinance encourages public streets but does allow private 
streets when they are designed to allow sufficient access for emergency vehicles (police, fire, 
ambulance) to the dwelling units they will serve. At this time, the applicant has not decided whether 
the cul-de-sac is going to be public or private. If the private street is proposed and approved, easements 
of sufficient width acceptable to the Ingham County Road Department (ICRD) are required to be 
granted to the Township in order to accommodate possible future dedication. The private street must 
be designed to meet ICRD standards. Final approval of the streets in the PUD is subject to approval by 
the ICRD and Meridian Township Engineering Department. 
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Providing a safe and welcoming, sustainable, prime community. 

 

 

According to Sec. 86-473, street trees need to be provided as part of the PUD. The site plan needs to 
show the location and proposed type of trees.  
 
Sidewalks: The Township requires sidewalks for internal circulation with a minimum of five feet in 
width. The site plan needs to be updated to show the required sidewalks. 
 
Waivers:  The PUD ordinance generally waives the standard requirements for lot size, yards, frontage 
requirements, setbacks, building height, and type and size of dwelling unit, provided the purpose and 
intent of the ordinance are incorporated into the overall development plan.  The PUD ordinance is 
intended to provide flexibility for the Planning Commission and Township Board to set appropriate 
standards during the review process.  Based on the submitted site plan the applicant is requesting the 
following waivers for the Hulett Road PUD. 
 

Lot size: The underlying RA zoning district requires parcels have a minimum lot area of 10,000 
square feet. The submitted PUD has lots ranging from 8,973 square feet (Lot E) to 13,741 
square feet (Lots A, B, C, D, and F) in size. Lot size waivers are required for any lot under 10,000 
square feet. This is expected to affect one lot, Lot E. 

 
Lot frontage: The underlying RA zoning district requires parcels have a minimum of 80 feet of 
lot frontage. All of the proposed lots meeting this requirement. 

 
Setbacks: The underlaying setbacks for the RA zoning district are 25 feet for the front setback 
and 10 feet for the side setbacks. The rear yard setback is either 30 feet for lots up to 150 feet 
deep or 40 feet for lots deeper than 150 feet. According to the typical lot layout, 30 feet has been 
proposed for the rear setback. As a result, a waiver is required for the rear setback for any lots 
greater than 150 feet in depth in favor of the typical 30-foot rear setback as shown in the 
submitted documents. The Planning Commission may consider the proposed setbacks and 
determine whether they are appropriate or whether additional setbacks should be established. 

 

 RA zoning Proposed  

Lot size 10,000 square feet 8,973 – 13,741 square feet 

Front yard 
setback 

25 feet from street right-of-way 
(based on street classification) 

25 feet from street right-of-way 

Side yard setback 10 feet 10 feet 

Rear yard setback 
30 or 40 feet depending on lot 

depth 
30 feet 

 
If the project is approved by the Township Board, the applicant will be required to submit for Site Plan 
Review before any work on the site can begin. Site Plan Review is a detailed staff level analysis of the 
project which includes reviews of stormwater, utilities, landscaping, grading, and other issues to ensure 
compliance with all applicable ordinances as well as confirmation of approvals from local agencies such 
as the Ingham County Drain Commissioner’s Office and Road Department. The applicant must begin 
construction of the PUD within two years of a final site plan approval.  The Planning Commission may 
grant one, one-year extension of the PUD if requested prior to its expiration. 
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Providing a safe and welcoming, sustainable, prime community. 

Staff is able to recommend approval of the proposed planned unit development at this time. A 
resolution recommending approval to the Township Board is included with this memo. The 
following motion has been prepared for the Planning Commission’s use: 

Motion to adopt the resolution recommending approval of Planned Unit Development #22-
014. 

Attachments 
1. Application and attachments.
2. Resolution to recommend approval.
3. Application signed by Jim Giguere, dated March 10, 2022.
4. Site plan and vicinity map prepared by Enger Engineering, revised on June 6, 2022 and 

received by the Township on June 7, 2022.
5. Legal description, provided by Enger Engineering on June 6, 2022 and received by the 

Township on June 7, 2022.
6. Contour map, site analysis, and schematic Storm Sewer Layout prepared by Enger 

Engineering, revised on June 6, 2022 and received by the Township on June 7, 2022.
7. Typical building elevation, provided by Enger Engineering on June 6, 2022 and received by 

the Township on June 7, 2022.
8. Typical setbacks and offstreet parking plan prepared by Enger Engineering, revised on June 

6, 2022 and received by the Township on June 7, 2022.
9. Walk and Path plan prepared by Enger Engineering, revised on June 6, 2022 and received by 

the Township on June 7, 2022.
10. Street Tree and Screening plan prepared by Enger Engineering, revised on June 6, 2022 

and received by the Township on June 7, 2022.
11. Email from Township Engineering to Enger Engineering, dated June 7, 2022.
12. Email from Ingham County Drain Commissioner’s Office dated June 7, 2022.
13. Email from Ingham County Road Department’s Office dated March 8, 2022.
14. Wetland verification letter from Fishbeck, dated June 15, 2022.
15. Aerial photo showing uses of outbuildings, received by the Township on June 16, 2022.



RESOLUTION TO RECOMMEND APPROVAL Planned Unit Development #20014 
 (Okemos Land Investment LLC) 
 
 
 At a regular meeting of the Planning Commission of the Charter Township of Meridian, 
Ingham County, Michigan, held at the Meridian Municipal Building, in said Township on the 27th 
day of June, 2022, at 7:00 p.m., Local Time. 
 
PRESENT: __________________________________________ 
 
ABSENT: None   
 
 The following resolution was offered by _________ and supported by __________. 
 
 WHEREAS, Jim Giguere has submitted a request to establish a planned unit development 
(PUD) at 3560 Hulett Road; and 
 

WHEREAS, the proposed planned unit development includes the construction of 5 detached 
single family residential homes and the preservation of one existing single family residential home on 
six lots on approximately 5 acres located on Hulett Road; and  
 

WHEREAS, the subject site is appropriately zoned RA (Single Family-Medium Density), 
which allows for a planned unit development; and 

 
WHEREAS, the approximate 1.2 dwelling units per acre (du/a) density of the proposed 

development is consistent with the R2-Residential 0.5-3.5 Future Land Use Map designation from 
the 2017 Master Plan; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission held a public hearing at its regular meeting on June 13, 
2022, and has reviewed staff material forwarded under cover memorandums dated June 9, 2022 
and June 23, 2022; and 
   

WHEREAS, the proposed planned unit development provides adequate buffering between 
the development and adjacent residential land uses to the north and east; and 
 

WHEREAS, the proposed planned unit development meets the minimum PUD performance 
objective to preserve at least 50% of the project area, excluding wetlands and floodplains, as open 
space; and 
 

WHEREAS, the proposed planned unit development will be harmonious and similar in 
character with the existing residential developments to the north and east of the subject site; and 

 
WHEREAS, the requested waivers for building setbacks are necessary to facilitate 

preservation of open space; and 
 
WHEREAS, the proposed planned unit development will be adequately served by public 

water and sanitary sewer; and 
 
WHEREAS, the proposed planned unit development meets the minimum PUD performance 

objectives as stated in Section 86-439(b) of the Code of Ordinances; and 
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WHEREAS, the proposed development is consistent with Objective E of Goal 2 of the 2017 
Master Plan to preserve open space by utilizing the planned unit development ordinance for the 
project; and 

 
WHEREAS, the proposed planned unit development is consistent with Objectives A and B of 

Goal 1 of the 2017 Master Plan to preserve and strengthen residential neighborhoods by ensuring 
new residential developments meet high standards of visual attractiveness, health and safety, and 
environmental sensitivity. 

 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THE PLANNING COMMISSION OF THE CHARTER 

TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN hereby recommends approval of Planned Unit Development #22014, 
subject to the following conditions. 
 
1. Approval is in accordance with the submitted site plan prepared by Enger Engineering, revised 

on June 6, 2022 and received by the Township on June 7, 2022. 
 

2. The waivers requested for lot size and building setbacks are recommended for approval as 
depicted on the submitted site plan prepared by Enger Engineering, revised on June 6, 2022 and 
received by the Township on June 7, 2022. 

 
3. The applicant shall obtain all necessary permits, licenses, and approvals from the Ingham 

County Road Department, Ingham County Drain Commissioner, and the Township, as 
applicable. Copies of all permits and approval letters shall be submitted to the Department of 
Community Planning and Development. 
 

4. The utility, grading, and storm drainage plans for the site are subject to the approval of the 
Director of Public Works and Engineering and Ingham County Drain Commissioner and shall be 
completed in accordance with the Township Engineering Design and Construction Standards. 
 

5. No grading or land clearing shall take place on the site until the site plan has been approved by 
the Director of Community Planning and Development and grading and soil erosion and 
sedimentation control (SESC) permits have been issued for the project. 

 
6. The proposed roads in the development shall be built to Ingham County Road Department 

construction standards and shall be subject to the approval of the Director of Public Works and 
Engineering.  
 

7. Any wetland boundaries or setbacks located on or adjacent to residential lots shall be clearly 
identified by posted signage notifying the property owner of restrictions related to grading, 
mowing, placement of structures, landscaping, and dumping in the wetlands. The size, number, 
location, and language of the signs shall be subject to the approval of the Director of Community 
Planning and Development. 
 

8. The applicant shall construct the required seven-foot-wide pathway along the east side of the 
Hulett Road frontage of the properties included in the development. The pathway shall be 
designed and constructed in accordance with Township Engineering and Construction 
standards. The design and location of the pathway shall be subject to the approval of the 
Director of Public Works and Engineering.   
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9. Street trees shall be provided along all internal roads in the development. The species, size, and 

location of the street trees shall be subject to the approval of the Director of Community 
Planning and Development. 
 

10. The open space shall be reserved or dedicated by lease or conveyance of title, including 
beneficial ownership, to a corporation, association, or other legal entity or by reservation by 
means of a restrictive convenient. 

 
ADOPTED: YEAS: ____________________________________ 

                                                                                             
  NAYS: _____________________________________                        
 
STATE OF MICHIGAN ) 
    ) ss 
COUNTY OF INGHAM ) 
 
 I, the undersigned, the duly qualified and acting Chair of the Planning Commission of the 
Charter Township of Meridian, Ingham County, Michigan, DO HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing is 
a true and a complete copy of a resolution adopted at a regular meeting of the Planning Commission 
on the 27th day of June, 2022. 
 
 
       ______________________________   
       Mark Blumer 
       Planning Commission Chair 
 
 





































June 15, 2022
Project No. 220942

Keith Chapman
Charter Township of Meridian
5151 Marsh Road
Okemos, MI 48864 1198

Wetland Boundary Verification – WDV 22-03
Parcel No. 33-02-02-32-400-012 
Meridian Township, Ingham County, Michigan

Dear Keith:

On June 2, 2021, Fishbeck staff conducted a field investigation and verified the wetland boundary for a 
depressional wetland located at 3560 Hulett Road in Okemos (Parcel Number 33-02-02-32-400-012) (the Site). 
The Site is located in Section 32 of Meridian Township (Town 4 North, Range 1 West). The Township wetland map 
identifies Wetland 32-41, a 2.07-acre, emergent/scrub-shrub/open water wetland complex at the approximate 
location of the delineated wetland. 

The Site wetland was delineated by Marx Wetlands (Marx), as described in its May 3, 2022, report entitled 
Wetland Evaluation Report: 3560 Hulett Road, Meridian Township, Ingham County, Michigan (Report). The Report 
contained a Wetland Delineation Map that noted wetland boundary flags A.1 through A.22 (see attached). The 
wetland extended onto the adjacent property east and south of the Site.

Site Investigation
The delineated wetland had a distinct boundary where cattail marsh abruptly transitioned to upland, old field 
species. A catch basin at the east end of the wetland appears to control water levels in the wetland and discharge 
stormwater to the local storm sewer. Google Earth aerial imagery indicates the wetland predates adjacent 
residential development and was not constructed as a stormwater basin. In March 2005, the surrounding area 
contained agricultural fields and the wetland had the same approximate size as its current configuration.

Fishbeck staff observed most of the wetland boundary flags noted on Marx’s Wetland Delineation Map. The flags 
were accurately placed, with one exception: Flag A.17 was approximately 10 feet upgradient from the apparent 
wetland boundary, based upon the observed plant community. Five wetland boundary flags were missing: A.3, 
A.6, A.15, A.18, and A.22. The relative location of these flags, as noted on the Wetland Delineation Map, was 
consistent with the wetland boundary as observed by Fishbeck staff.

Regulatory Review
According to Michigan’s Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Act (NREPA), Act 451, Section 30301(d), 
wetlands "contiguous to the Great Lakes or Lake St. Clair, an inland lake or pond, or a river or stream" or "more 
than 5 acres in size" are regulated by the State of Michigan. In addition, the Township regulates wetlands greater 
than two acres in size which are not contiguous to a water body and wetlands between 0.25 acre and two acres in 
size that are determined to be essential to the preservation of the natural resources of the Township.
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The Report’s Wetland Delineation Map indicates the Site’s wetland is approximately 0.95 acre in size. It is located 
approximately 175 feet northeast of a one-acre stormwater pond. Because the stormwater pond contains one 
acre of permanent open water, the Site’s wetland is contiguous to a regulated water body and is regulated by 
both the State of Michigan and the Township. 

A Wetland Use Permit (WUP) is required from the Township for any of the following activities within wetlands 
regulated by the Township:

 Placing fill or permitting the placement of fill in regulated wetland.
 Dredging, removing, or permitting the removal of soil or minerals from regulated wetland.
 Constructing, operating, or maintaining any use or development in regulated wetland.
 Draining surface water from regulated wetland.

In addition, the Township requires that all structures and grading activities during site development shall be set 
back 40 feet from the delineated wetland boundary and a natural vegetation strip shall be maintained within 
20 feet of the wetland boundary. 

If you have any questions regarding this letter or any other wetland-related issues, please contact me at 
616.464.3738 or ehtripp@fishbeck.com.

Sincerely,

Elise Hansen Tripp, PWS
Senior Wetland Scientist

By email
Attachment
copy: Tim Schmitt– Charter Township of Meridian

mailto:ehtripp@fishbeck.com
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To:  Planning Commission  
 
From:  Brian Shorkey, AICP, Senior Planner 
 
Date:  June 23, 2022 
 
Re: Text Amendment #2022-08 – Traffic Study Requirement Updates 
 
 
Planning staff has recently began looking at how to modernize our requirements for traffic studies. 
While investigating this issue, staff realized that there are four different sections of inconsistent 
language for different types of developments. This is an opportunity to streamline the code of 
ordinances and update the traffic study requirements to more accurately reflect current traffic study 
standards.  
 
Planning staff introduced a draft ordinance to the Planning Commission on Monday, January 10, 
2022 and a public hearing was held on March 28, 2022. At the Planning Commission’s request, the 
draft ordinance was presented to the Traffic Commission on June 16, 2022. The Traffic Commission 
had no comment on the draft ordinance and generally favored the changes. 
 
As written and amended, the attached update achieves the following: 

1. Creates a new section 86-130, Traffic Study Requirements, consolidating the standards in 
one location.  

2. Strikes out existing inconsistent traffic study language and refers readers to the new 
language in Sec. 86-130. 

3. Updates traffic impact study requirements from 100 to 250 directional trips over a peak 
hour and closes the gap that was pointed out by the Planning Commission between a traffic 
assessment and a traffic impact study 

4. Specifies that an assessment or a study must follow the current edition of the handbook 
entitled Evaluating Traffic Impact Studies: a Recommended Practice for Michigan 
Communities  

5. Ensures that a traffic assessment or impact study will be prepared by a certified traffic 
engineer. 

 
Planning Commission Options 
 
The Planning Commission may recommend approval as written, recommend approval of a revised 
version, or recommend denial of the proposed zoning amendment. A resolution to recommend 
approval of the proposed zoning amendment is provided. 
 

Motion to adopt the resolution recommending approval of Zoning Amendment #2022-08 
in accordance with the revised draft ordinance language. 

 
Attachments 
1. Resolution recommending approval to the Township Board 
2. Clean version of Ordinance 2022-08 – Traffic Study Standards 



 
Ordinance Amendment #22-08 (Traffic Study Requirements) 
Planning Commission (June 27, 2022) 
Page 2 

 

  
Providing a safe and welcoming, sustainable, prime community. 

 

 

3. Redlined version of Ordinance 2022-08 – Traffic Study Standards 



RESOLUTION TO RECOMMEND APPROVAL              Zoning Amendment #2022-08 
Traffic Study Update 

  
RESOLUTION 

 
At the regular meeting of the Planning Commission of the Charter Township of Meridian, 

Ingham County, Michigan, held at the Meridian Municipal Building, in said Township on the 27th 
day of June, 2022 at 7:00 p.m., Local Time. 
 
PRESENT: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
ABSENT: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________   

 
 The following resolution was offered by _________________ and supported by ___________________. 
 

WHEREAS, Planning Staff has researched the traffic study regulations in the zoning 
ordinance in an attempt to modernize the language; and  

 
WHEREAS, the language regulating traffic studies in the zoning ordinance has been found to 

be inconsistent between sections; and 
 

WHEREAS, combining the several sections of traffic study regulations into a new section 
would help to streamline the zoning ordinance; and 
 

WHEREAS, the updated language more accurately reflects current traffic study standards; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, a draft ordinance to update the traffic study requirements was introduced to the 

Planning Commission on January 10, 2022; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Planning Commission held a public hearing on the draft ordinance on March 

28, 2022; and 
 
WHEREAS, the draft ordinance was introduced to the Transportation Commission for 

review on June 16, 2022; and 
 
WHEREAS, the current draft ordinance reflects suggestions from the Planning Commission 

and the Transportation Commission. 
 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THE PLANNING COMMISSION OF THE CHARTER 
TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN hereby recommends approval of Zoning Amendment #2022-08, to 
rewrite Section 62-34(1)(b)(14), Tentative preliminary plat; Section 86-124(c)(6), Application 
Requirements; Section 86-441(d)(7), Grand River Avenue (M-43) Corridor Access Management 
Overlay District; and Section 86-444(g)(4)(1)(viii), Commercial Planned Unit Development (C-
PUD); and to create a new Section 86-130, Traffic Study Requirements.  
 
ADOPTED: YEAS: ________________________________________________________________________________  
 
  NAYS: ________________________________________________________________________________                           
 
STATE OF MICHIGAN ) 
    ) ss 
COUNTY OF INGHAM ) 
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June 23, 2022 
Page 2 
 
 

I, the undersigned, the duly qualified and acting Chair of the Planning Commission of the 
Charter Township of Meridian, Ingham County, Michigan, DO HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing is 
a true and complete copy of a resolution adopted at a regular meeting of the Planning Commission 
on the 27th day of June, 2022. 
 
 

       _____________________________  
       Mark Blumer 
       Planning Commission Chair 
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ORDINANCE NO. 2022-08 1 
 2 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND SECTION 86-444, COMMERCIAL PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT (C-3 
PUD), SECTION 86-124, APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS, SECTION 86-441, GRAND RIVER AVENUE 4 
(M-43) CORRIDOR ACCESS MANAGEMENT OVERLAY DISTRICT, AND SECTION 62-34, TENTATIVE 5 

PRELIMINARY PLAT, AND TO CREATE A NEW SECTION 86-156, TRAFFIC IMPACT STUDIES OF THE 6 
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN CODE OF ORDINANCES TO UPDATE THE STANDARDS 7 

THEREIN 8 
 9 

THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN ORDAINS: 10 
 11 
Section 1. Section 62-34(1)(b)(14), Tentative preliminary plat, is hereby amended to read as 12 

follows: 13 
 14 

A traffic assessment or a traffic impact study may be required as specified in 15 
Subsection 86-130. 16 

 17 
Section 2. Section 86-124(c)(6), Application Requirements, is hereby amended to read as 18 

follows: 19 
 20 

A traffic assessment or a traffic impact study may be required as specified in Section 21 
86-130. 22 

Section 3. Section. 86-130, Traffic Study Requirements, is hereby created and reads as follows: 23 
 24 

(a) A traffic assessment prepared by a certified traffic engineer based, in whole or in 25 
part, on the most current edition of the handbook entitled Evaluating Traffic 26 
Impact Studies: a Recommended Practice for Michigan Communities, shall be 27 
required for an overall development (all phases included) which is expected to 28 
generate between 50 and 249 directional trips during a peak hour of traffic.  29 

 30 
(b) A traffic impact study prepared by a certified traffic engineer based, in whole or 31 

in part, on the most current edition of the handbook entitled Evaluating Traffic 32 
Impact Studies: a Recommended Practice for Michigan Communities, shall be 33 
required for an overall development (all phases included) or for an individual 34 
phase of a development which would generate 250 or more directional trips 35 
during a peak hour or over 750 trips on an average day. Should a development be 36 
submitted in phases, the cumulative effect of each additional phase on those 37 
previously reviewed and approved shall be accounted for and documented within 38 
the traffic assessment or traffic impact study. 39 

 40 
(c) The requirement for a traffic assessment or traffic impact study may be waived 41 

by the Director of Community Planning and Development in the following 42 
instances: 43 
(1) The existing level of service is not determined to be significantly impacted 44 

by the proposed development due to the nature of the request or specific 45 
conditions at the subject site. 46 

(2) A similar traffic study was previously prepared for the subject site and is still 47 
considered applicable. 48 

 49 



2 
 

Section 4. Section 86-441(d)(7), Grand River Avenue (M-43) Corridor Access Management 1 
Overlay District, is hereby amended to read as follows: 2 

 3 
A traffic assessment or a traffic impact study may be required as specified in 4 
Subsection 86-130. 5 

 6 
Section 5. Section 86-444(g)(4)(1)(viii), Commercial Planned Unit Development (C-PUD), is 7 

hereby amended to read as follows: 8 
 9 

A traffic assessment or a traffic impact study may be required as specified in 10 
Subsection 86-130. 11 

 12 
Section 6. Validity and Severability.  The provisions of this Ordinance are severable and the 13 

invalidity of any phrase, clause or part of this Ordinance shall not affect the validity 14 
or effectiveness of the remainder of the Ordinance. 15 

 16 
Section 7. Repealer Clause.  All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict therewith are 17 

hereby repealed only to the extent necessary to give this Ordinance full force and 18 
effect. 19 

 20 
Section 8.  Savings Clause.  This Ordinance does not affect rights and duties matured, penalties 21 

that were incurred, and proceedings that were begun, before its effective date. 22 
 23 
Section 9.  Effective Date.  This Ordinance shall be effective seven (7) days after its publication 24 

or upon such later date as may be required under Section 402 of the Michigan Zoning 25 
Enabling Act (MCL 125.3402) after filing of a notice of intent to file a petition for a 26 
referendum. 27 

 28 
ADOPTED by the Charter Township of Meridian Board at its regular meeting this XXth day of 29 
XXXXXXX, 2022.  30 
 31 
 32 

______________________________ 33 
Patricia Herring Jackson, Township Supervisor 34 

 35 
 36 

______________________________ 37 
Deborah Guthrie, Township Clerk 38 
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ORDINANCE NO. 2022-08 1 
 2 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND SECTION 86-444, COMMERCIAL PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT (C-3 
PUD), SECTION 86-124, APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS, SECTION 86-441, GRAND RIVER AVENUE 4 
(M-43) CORRIDOR ACCESS MANAGEMENT OVERLAY DISTRICT, AND SECTION 62-34, TENTATIVE 5 
PRELIMINARY PLAT, AND TO CREATE A NEW SECTION 86-130, TRAFFIC STUDY REQUIREMENTS, 6 
OF THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN CODE OF ORDINANCES TO UPDATE THE STANDARDS 7 

THEREIN 8 
 9 

THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN ORDAINS: 10 
 11 
Section 1. Section 62-34(1)(b)(14), Tentative preliminary plat, is hereby amended to read as 12 

follows: 13 
 14 

A traffic assessment prepared by a qualified traffic engineer based, in whole or in part, 15 
on the most current edition of the handbook entitled Evaluating Traffic Impact 16 
Studies: a Recommended Practice for Michigan Communities, shall be required for an 17 
overall development (all phases included) which would generate between 50 and 99 18 
directional trips during a peak hour of traffic. A traffic impact study prepared by a 19 
qualified traffic engineer and based on the same handbook shall be required for an 20 
overall development (all phases included) or for an individual phase of a development 21 
which would generate 100 or more directional trips during a peak hour or over 750 22 
trips on an average day. Should a development be submitted in phases, the cumulative 23 
effect of each additional phase on those previously reviewed and approved shall be 24 
accounted for and documented within the traffic assessment or traffic impact study. 25 

 26 
The requirement for a traffic assessment or traffic impact study may be waived by the 27 
Director of Community Planning and Development in the following instances: 28 

a. The existing level of service is not determined to be significantly impacted by 29 
the proposed development due to the nature of the request or specific 30 
conditions at the subject site. 31 

b. A similar traffic study was previously prepared for the subject site and is still 32 
considered applicable. 33 

 34 
A traffic assessment or a traffic impact study may be required as specified in Section 35 
86-130. 36 

 37 
Section 2. Section 86-124(c)(6), Application Requirements, is hereby amended to read as 38 

follows: 39 
 40 

A traffic study prepared by a qualified traffic engineer based, in whole or in part, on 41 
the most current edition of the handbook titled Evaluating Traffic Impact Studies: A 42 
Recommended Practice for Michigan Communities, published by the state 43 
department of transportation, when the following thresholds are met. 44 

a. A traffic assessment shall be required for the following: 45 
1. New special uses which could generate between 50 to 99 directional trips 46 

during a peak hour of traffic. 47 
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2. Expansion or change of an existing special use where increase in intensity 1 
would generate an additional 50 to 99 directional trips during a peak hour of 2 
traffic. 3 

3. All other special uses requiring a traffic assessment as specified in Article IV, 4 
Division 2 of this chapter. 5 

b. A traffic impact study shall be required for the following: 6 
1. New special uses which would generate over 100 directional trips during a 7 

peak hour of traffic, or over 750 trips on an average day. 8 

2. Expansion or change of an existing special use where increase in intensity 9 
would generate an additional 100 directional trips or more during a peak 10 
hour of traffic, or over 750 trips on an average day. 11 

3. All other special uses requiring a traffic impact study as specified in Article IV, 12 
Division 2 of this chapter. 13 

A traffic assessment or a traffic impact study may be required as specified in 14 
Subsection 86-130. 15 
 16 

Section 3. Section 86-130, Traffic Study Requirements, is hereby created and reads as follows: 17 
 18 

(a) A traffic assessment prepared by a qualified certified traffic engineer based, in 19 
whole or in part, on the most current edition of the handbook entitled Evaluating 20 
Traffic Impact Studies: a Recommended Practice for Michigan Communities, shall 21 
be required for an overall development (all phases included) which would is 22 
expected to generate between 50 and 99 249 directional trips during a peak hour 23 
of traffic.  24 

 25 
(b) A traffic impact study prepared by a qualified certified traffic engineer and based 26 

on the same handbook based, in whole or in part, on the most current edition 27 
of the handbook entitled Evaluating Traffic Impact Studies: a Recommended 28 
Practice for Michigan Communities, shall be required for an overall 29 
development (all phases included) or for an individual phase of a development 30 
which would generate 100 250 or more directional trips during a peak hour or 31 
over 750 trips on an average day. Should a development be submitted in phases, 32 
the cumulative effect of each additional phase on those previously reviewed and 33 
approved shall be accounted for and documented within the traffic assessment or 34 
traffic impact study. 35 

 36 
(c) The requirement for a traffic assessment or traffic impact study may be waived 37 

by the Director of Community Planning and Development in the following 38 
instances: 39 
(1) The existing level of service is not determined to be significantly impacted 40 

by the proposed development due to the nature of the request or specific 41 
conditions at the subject site. 42 

(2) A similar traffic study was previously prepared for the subject site and is still 43 
considered applicable. 44 

 45 
Section 4. Section 86-441(d)(7), Grand River Avenue (M-43) Corridor Access Management 46 

Overlay District, is hereby amended to read as follows: 47 

https://ecode360.com/28781484#28781484
https://ecode360.com/28781484#28781484
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 1 
Traffic impact study. A traffic assessment or a traffic impact study is may be 2 
required as specified in Subsection 86-124(c)(6) 86-130. 3 

 4 
Section 5. Section 86-444(g)(4)(1)(viii), Commercial Planned Unit Development (C-PUD), is 5 

hereby amended to read as follows: 6 
 7 

A traffic study where the project will exceed 100 vehicle trips during the peak hour 8 
of the adjacent roadway. 9 

A traffic assessment or a traffic impact study may be required as specified in 10 
Subsection 86-130. 11 

 12 
Section 6. Validity and Severability.  The provisions of this Ordinance are severable and the 13 

invalidity of any phrase, clause or part of this Ordinance shall not affect the validity 14 
or effectiveness of the remainder of the Ordinance. 15 

 16 
Section 7. Repealer Clause.  All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict therewith are 17 

hereby repealed only to the extent necessary to give this Ordinance full force and 18 
effect. 19 

 20 
Section 8.  Savings Clause.  This Ordinance does not affect rights and duties matured, penalties 21 

that were incurred, and proceedings that were begun, before its effective date. 22 
 23 
Section 9.  Effective Date.  This Ordinance shall be effective seven (7) days after its publication 24 

or upon such later date as may be required under Section 402 of the Michigan Zoning 25 
Enabling Act (MCL 125.3402) after filing of a notice of intent to file a petition for a 26 
referendum. 27 

 28 
ADOPTED by the Charter Township of Meridian Board at its regular meeting this XXth day of 29 
XXXXXXX, 2022.  30 
 31 
 32 

______________________________ 33 
Patricia Herring Jackson, Township Supervisor 34 

 35 
 36 

______________________________ 37 
Deborah Guthrie, Township Clerk 38 



 

 

To:  Members of the Planning Commission  
 
From:  Brian Shorkey, AICP, Senior Planner 
 
Date:  June 23, 2022 
 
Re: Text Amendment – Temporary Container Unit Regulations 
 
 
Planning Staff has received several concerns about storage containers around the township. Some 
of these containers are anecdotally known as PODS. This has prompted Staff to research this issue 
and create language to regulate temporary container units. 
 
The draft ordinance defines temporary container units and Portable On-Site Deliverable Storage 
Units (PODS) by adding two new definitions to Sec. 86-2 – Definitions. It also creates language in 
Sec. 86-476 to regulate the temporary container units and PODS in the Township. A redline and 
clean versions of the draft ordinance are attached. 
 
Planning Staff introduced a draft ordinance update to the Planning Commission at their April 11th 
meeting and discussed it again at their May 9th meeting. A public hearing was held on June 13, 2022 
and the Planning Commission indicated support for the text amendment. No public concerns have 
been raised. 
 
Staff is able to recommend approval of the proposed amendment at this time. A resolution 
recommending approval to the Township Board is included with this memo. The following motion 
has been prepared for the Planning Commission’s use: 
 
Motion to adopt the resolution recommending approval of Zoning Amendment 2022-12 in 
accordance with the revised draft ordinance language dated June 13, 2022. 
 
Attachments 
1. Resolution to recommend approval of Ordinance 2022-12 
2. Draft temporary container unit ordinance – redlined. 
3. Draft temporary container unit ordinance – clean. 
 



 

 

RESOLUTION TO RECOMMEND APPROVAL              Zoning Amendment #2022-12 
POD & Container Regulation 

  
RESOLUTION 

 
At the regular meeting of the Planning Commission of the Charter Township of Meridian, 

Ingham County, Michigan, held at the Meridian Municipal Building, in said Township on the 27th 
day of June, 2022 at 7:00 p.m., Local Time. 
 
PRESENT: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
ABSENT: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________   

 
 The following resolution was offered by _________________ and supported by ___________________. 
 

WHEREAS, Planning Staff has received questions from the public about the legality of 
Portable On-Site Deliverable Storage Units (PODS); and  

 
WHEREAS, the Planning Commission held a public hearing for the text amendment at their 

regular meeting on June 13, 2022 and indicated support for the text amendment; and 
 
WHEREAS, PODS are not regulated nor defined in the zoning ordinance; and 

 
WHEREAS, refuse containers are also not regulated nor defined in the zoning ordinance; 

and 
 

WHEREAS, the regulation of PODS and refuse containers will help to beautify the township. 
 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THE PLANNING COMMISSION OF THE CHARTER 
TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN hereby recommends approval of Zoning Amendment #2022-12, to add 
two new definitions to Sec. 86-2 – Definitions and to regulate PODS and containers in the township.  
 
ADOPTED: YEAS: ________________________________________________________________________________  
 
  NAYS: ________________________________________________________________________________                           
 
STATE OF MICHIGAN ) 
    ) ss 
COUNTY OF INGHAM ) 
 

I, the undersigned, the duly qualified and acting Chair of the Planning Commission of the 
Charter Township of Meridian, Ingham County, Michigan, DO HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing is 
a true and complete copy of a resolution adopted at a regular meeting of the Planning Commission 
on the 27th day of June, 2022. 
 
 

       _____________________________  
       Mark Blumer 
       Planning Commission Chair 
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ORDINANCE NO. 2022-XX 1 
 2 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF 3 
MERIDIAN TO REGULATE STORAGE PODS IN THE ZONING ORDINANCE 4 

 5 
THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN ORDAINS: 6 
 7 
Section 1. Sec. 86-2, Definitions, is hereby amended to add the following definitions: 8 
 9 

Portable On-Site Deliverable Storage Units – Also known as PODS. A container, 10 
transportable or portable structure or unit designed and used primarily for storage of 11 
building materials, household goods, personal items and other materials outside an 12 
enclosed building, other than an accessory building or shed. 13 
 14 
Temporary container unit – A portable and transportable structure designed and used for 15 
storage or disposal of building materials, household goods, personal items, or other 16 
materials outside an enclosed building, other than an accessory building. 17 

 18 
Section 2. Sec. 86-476, is hereby amended to read as follows: 19 
 20 

(a) Purpose – The purpose of this section is to regulate the use of temporary container units and 21 
PODS in the township. 22 

(b) No temporary container units or PODS are permitted without written approval of the 23 
Community Development Director. In any case, all temporary container units and PODS are 24 
required to comply with this ordinance. 25 

(c) Temporary container units and PODS are permitted to be on a property for a period of not to 26 
exceed 30 days. The use of such units shall be limited to no more than twice during any 27 
twelve-month period,. except that a 28 

(c)(d) A temporary container unit or POD used in conjunction with a permitted home 29 
improvement or construction project are permitted for the duration of an active building 30 
permit. 31 

(d)(e) No more than two temporary container units or PODS shall be permitted on a 32 
property at any time. 33 

(e)(f) Any temporary container unit A POD in the front yard must be placed on a driveway 34 
or other hard surfaced area. The Community Development Director may waive this 35 
requirement. 36 

(g) A temporary container unit may be placed anywhere in the front yard outside of a road right-37 
of-way with the approval of the Community Development Director. 38 

(f)(h) A temporary container unit or POD may not be placed in a road right-of-way without 39 
written permission from the Ingham County Road Department. 40 

(g)(i) Any temporary container unit or POD in the side or rear yard must comply with the 41 
accessory building setbacks as regulated in Sec. 86-565. 42 

 43 
Section 3. Validity and Severability. The provisions of this Ordinance are severable and the 44 

invalidity of any phrase, clause or part of this Ordinance shall not affect the validity 45 
or effectiveness of the remainder of the Ordinance. 46 
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 1 
Section 4. Repealer Clause. All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict therewith are 2 

hereby repealed only to the extent necessary to give this Ordinance full force and 3 
effect. 4 

 5 
Section 5.  Savings Clause. This Ordinance does not affect rights and duties matured, penalties 6 

that were incurred, and proceedings that were begun, before its effective date. 7 
 8 
Section 6.  Effective Date. This Ordinance shall be effective seven (7) days after its publication or 9 

upon such later date as may be required under Section 402 of the Michigan Zoning 10 
Enabling Act (MCL 125.3402) after filing of a notice of intent to file a petition for a 11 
referendum. 12 

 13 
ADOPTED by the Charter Township of Meridian Board at its regular meeting this XXth day of 14 
XXXXXXX, 2022.  15 
 16 
 17 

______________________________ 18 
Patricia Herring Jackson, Township Supervisor 19 

 20 
 21 

______________________________ 22 
Deborah Guthrie, Township Clerk 23 
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ORDINANCE NO. 2022-XX 1 
 2 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF 3 
MERIDIAN TO REGULATE STORAGE PODS AND TEMPORARY CONTAINER UNITS IN THE ZONING 4 

ORDINANCE 5 
 6 

THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN ORDAINS: 7 
 8 
Section 1. Sec. 86-2, Definitions, is hereby amended to add the following definitions: 9 
 10 

Portable On-Site Deliverable Storage Units – Also known as PODS. A container, 11 
transportable or portable structure or unit designed and used primarily for storage of 12 
building materials, household goods, personal items and other materials outside an 13 
enclosed building, other than an accessory building or shed. 14 
 15 
Temporary container unit – A portable and transportable structure designed and used for 16 
storage or disposal of building materials, household goods, personal items, or other 17 
materials outside an enclosed building, other than an accessory building. 18 

 19 
Section 2. Sec. 86-476, is hereby amended to read as follows: 20 
 21 

(a) Purpose – The purpose of this section is to regulate the use of temporary container units and 22 
PODS in the township. 23 

(b) No temporary container units or PODS are permitted without written approval of the 24 
Community Development Director. In any case, all temporary container units and PODS are 25 
required to comply with this ordinance. 26 

(c) Temporary container units and PODS are permitted to be on a property for a period of not to 27 
exceed 30 days. The use of such units shall be limited to no more than twice during any 28 
twelve-month period.  29 

(d) A temporary container unit or POD used in conjunction with a permitted home improvement 30 
or construction project are permitted for the duration of an active building permit. 31 

(e) No more than two temporary container units or PODS shall be permitted on a property at any 32 
time. 33 

(f) A POD in the front yard must be placed on a driveway or other hard surfaced area. The 34 
Community Planning and Development Director may waive this requirement. 35 

(g) A temporary container unit may be placed anywhere in the front yard outside of a road right-36 
of-way with the approval of the Community Planning and Development Director. 37 

(h) A temporary container unit or POD may not be placed in a road right-of-way without written 38 
permission from the Ingham County Road Department. 39 

(i) Any temporary container unit or POD in the side or rear yard must comply with the accessory 40 
building setbacks as regulated in Sec. 86-565. 41 

 42 
Section 3. Validity and Severability. The provisions of this Ordinance are severable and the 43 

invalidity of any phrase, clause or part of this Ordinance shall not affect the validity 44 
or effectiveness of the remainder of the Ordinance. 45 

 46 
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Section 4. Repealer Clause. All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict therewith are 1 
hereby repealed only to the extent necessary to give this Ordinance full force and 2 
effect. 3 

 4 
Section 5.  Savings Clause. This Ordinance does not affect rights and duties matured, penalties 5 

that were incurred, and proceedings that were begun, before its effective date. 6 
 7 
Section 6.  Effective Date. This Ordinance shall be effective seven (7) days after its publication or 8 

upon such later date as may be required under Section 402 of the Michigan Zoning 9 
Enabling Act (MCL 125.3402) after filing of a notice of intent to file a petition for a 10 
referendum. 11 

 12 
ADOPTED by the Charter Township of Meridian Board at its regular meeting this XXth day of 13 
XXXXXXX, 2022.  14 
 15 
 16 

______________________________ 17 
Patricia Herring Jackson, Township Supervisor 18 

 19 
 20 

______________________________ 21 
Deborah Guthrie, Township Clerk 22 
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