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Township Parks
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Share the Trails

Everyone enjoys the parks in their own way. Here are things you can
do while in the parks to be respectful for the next visitor. Footprints
and paw prints ruin established ski tracks. Please do your part to
preserve these ski trails. Remember that muddy trails are for foot
traffic only, so please refrain from riding bikes and horses on the trails
at these times. Bring your pets along for your walks but keep them
on a leash and clean up after them (these are both code violations).
#scoopthepoop
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Fig. Ja. Greenspace Plan
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Legend

Non-motorized Corridors:

= =—— Foot Trail (Outside Road ROW)

emmmmmmme== Shared-use Path (Outside Road ROW)

A A A s oA

On or Adjacent to Roadway
(See Page 19 for Specific Types)

Scenic Road Corridor
Priority Conservation Corridor
Parks and Open Space

Highlights Areas of Special Concern:
Fragile Links

Areas of Special Concern:
Restoration Opportunities

Public School Properties

Meridian Township Greenspace Plan Final Report

~ 7 W

~ /J _-0 é 0.5 1
north/ ——--miles

The major feature of the plan is its emphasis on linked sys-
tems for connecting natural areas, people and places around
the Township. The linked system is designed to provide a
diversity of functions from protection of habitat to preserva-
tion of scenic views. The plan has been formulated using
scientific principles of landscape ecology and conservation
biology as well as input from the citizens of the Township,
the development community, and appointed public officials.

The Greenspace Plan is comprised of three key elements:
» Priority Protection Corridors
» Scenic Road Corridors

» Non-Motorized Corridors

Page 9 May 6. 2004



TOWNSHIP‘.

Wetland Outreach & Restoration Plan
(draft 1/10/22)
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Note: This is an evolving plan. Please share your ideas...visions, hopes, dreams, edits, and suggestions!



Overview
Meridian Township is developing a program to help protect, restore, and enhance our greenspaces,
wetland, yards, and landscapes. A key focus is on restoring and creating natural buffer zones that
provide habitat, reduce erosion, absorb and filter stormwater and provide natural beauty and
recreational value.

A variety of outreach efforts are planned in partnership with the Parks, Planning, Engineering and
Communication Departments, along with the Environmental Commission, Land Preservation
Advisory Board, Board of Trustees, and other Township boards and commissions. In addition to
restoring natural habitat, our hope is to restore community connection to our local wetlands as we
work with local landscaping firms, volunteer groups, schools, developers, the MI Shoreline
Stewardship Partnership, MSU Extension, and the Meridian Conservation Corps.

Outreach and activities include:
1. Build Back the Buffer (and related ecological landscaping and green
infrastructure improvements)
2. Policy and Procedure Improvements
3. Demonstration Projects & Field Programs
4. Outreach

Build Back the Buffer

This an effort to foster ecological landscaping practices in the Township focusing on the protective
buffer zones around wetlands. A variety of approaches including native gardens, natural shorelines,
rain gardens, trees, invasive species removal, bubble buffers, reduced mowing, and other strategies
will be pursued with a focus on demonstration sites and households on or adjacent to wetlands.

Materials and plans needed for the buffer restoration program:

e Budget for matching funds (and excepts or funds to help eliminate match)
o How do we determine how much to spend on an area
o Each buffer will differ in size and amount of restoration work, so prices could vary
greatly
o It will also depend on how much the landowner can contribute
o What are sources of grants (DNR, EGLE, Infrastructure, Land Pres,, etc.)

o Application process for individual/business/school to participate in the buffer restoration
and receive funds (may utilize and build upon the Green Infrastructure Grant Program
piloted in 2021, the Community Garden Application process, and/or Solarize Meridian
Neighborhood Workshops)

e Alist of properties the Township would be interested in restoring

o Township properties (Farmers Market ditch gardens, Central Park Pond, etc.
o Residential or commercial properties with high visibility
o Areas of high ecological importance (properties near the Davis-Foster Preserve, etc.)

e A native plant list for applicants to peruse, as well as resources for the website under the
wetland buffer tab

e A contact list for questions:

o Landscape design assistance



o Who to contact for a buffer consultation
o Who to contact for ordinance related questions
o Resources for homeowners who would like to participate on their own

A step-by-step procedure for how to take calls and go over applications
Letter (see sample below)

Letter to Residents/Property Owners
(Draft: 12/13/21)

Dear Wetland Neighbor:

You are receiving this letter due to the wetland that occurs adjacent to your property. You
may have already received a letter from the Township, about the local wetland ordinance
that protects all wetlands % of an acre in size or larger. As a next step in our mission to
enhance and protect our local wetlands, we would like to take this opportunity to help you
restore the wetland buffer on your property. This buffer is the area around a wetland, which
reduces adverse impacts to wetland functions and values from nearby development and
activity. As you may know, the ordinance requires a vegetative buffer of at least 20 feet
around all wetlands in the Township. This is not only to improve the wetland habitat for
local flora and fauna, but to benefit the homeowner as well.

The wetland on your property is capable of storing a large amount of flood water, which is
becoming more unpredictable each year. In order to function properly and reap the benefits
of wetlands, native vegetation must be restored along the edge of the water body. Sod,
which is often present in residential settings, has shallow roots and requires mowing, which
can also be an issue of erosion and destruction for the wetland. Most importantly, a lack of
vegetation in this area, can cause major flooding in your yard and surrounding areas. Native
plants have root systems that extend anywhere from 1 to 20 feet into the soil. Wetlands may
change their water level from year to year, and having a buffer will reduce water creeping
into your yard. One acre of wetland can store up to 1.5 million gallons of water according to
the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). Taking care of our local wetlands will help
reduce flood damage to this community in the future, and you can be a part of that.

We know this can be a big project, so we would like to help get you started. We can offer a
match of funds to acquire native plants, as well as give guidance on what species would be
best to plant in your area. The Meridian Conservation Corps staff and volunteers will be on
hand to help prepare the area and plant. Once this buffer is established, it will be very low
maintenance. You will still be able to mow your yard right up to the buffer line, keeping
your yard the way you like, as well as providing better protection for the wetland. Please
see some of the attached photos as a demonstration of what your buffer could look like. If
you are interested in participating, please contact Emma Campbell at
ecampbell@meridian.mi.us, or call 517.853.4614. Thank you in advance for doing your part
to keep Meridian Township a healthy, and sustainable community.

Sincerely,

Emma Campbell
Land Stewardship Coordinator
Meridian Township Parks and Recreation
c.c.: Land Preservation Advisory Board
Tim Schmitt, Director of Community Planning and Development



Policy & Procedure Review
Several policy and procedural changes will be helpful including:

e Incorporate recommendations outlined by Cliff Walls (TCRPC) in his Green Infrastructure
Audit and Code Review. Focus on low-hanging fruit. Work with new regional coordinator,
Code Committee, and local governments (EL, Williamstown Twp., Lansing, Delhi, etc.)

e Maximize the use of energy-saving and ecologically-friendly landscaping practices and
procedures in Township Operations.

o Incorporate water, wetland, green infrastructure-related priorities in the Climate
Sustainability Plan and Master Plan revisions.

o Develop easy-to-read and understand guidelines for the public, developers, builders, etc.
(Wetland Permits, Soil Erosion, eco-landscaping, etc.)

e Other?

Demonstration Projects & Field Programs

Identify existing and potential sites to serve as demonstration sites for buffers, ecological
landscapes, rain gardens and other green infrastructure examples such as: Marketplace on the
Green, Central Park Pond, Briarwood Pond, Greenmap sites, Towar Garden Rain Gardens, Land
Preserves, Natural Shorelines, Silverleaf or other innovative developments, Meridian Mall, Okemos
Rd. Property and other sites on the Meridian Green map: http://bitly/meridiangreenmap

Conduct field programs in partnership with Meridian Conservation Corps (MCC) and others
(schools, neighborhoods, residents, businesses, MI Shoreline Stewards, faith-based groups, etc.).
Projects could include shoreline restoration, buffer planting, rain garden planting and maintenance,
workshops on-line or in the field, tree planting days, neighborhood clean ups, invasive species
removal, sustainable home and yard tour, etc.

Lake-Healthy Landscaping

Lake Lansing has been a long-time focus of the community and amenity for the entire Greater
Lansing region. There is renewed interest in strategies to help address toxic algae blooms, erosion,
flooding, and water quality issues while serving multiple interests and goals. A variety of partners
including Meridian Township, Lake Lansing Advisory Committee, MI Natural Shoreline Partnership,
Meridian Conservation Corp, contractors, landscaping professionals, residents, and others will seek
to identify, highlight, install, and demonstrate natural shorelines and other lake-healthy
landscaping and related practices.

Focus sites and groups include:

e public (or private) stretch of shoreline where lawn is mowed to the edge and naturalize it

e County parks - especially as they upgrade the boat launch and “unprotected shore lines”
north of the swim area all the way to Pike Street and south of the swim area

e road ends leading to the lake such as Mack and Perry Road

e the Condo association on the north end which has a lot of non seawalled shoreline

e properties along Shaw Street where residents continue to pull cattails to open up access
(suggest natural shoreline as a replacement for cattails?)

e properties that do not have seawalls

o other lakes and ponds in the township



Outreach

Messaging Research
Craft messages based on current social research.

https: //www.mishorelinepartnership.org /uploads/4/6/8/6 /46869113 /part 4 the social stuff 3-8-19.pdf

Media Campaign

Work with HOMTV to plan regular media outreach through all possible channels including social
media. This will include website, news/press releases, Facebook/Instagram/Twitter, Prime
Meridian Magazine, Green Gazette, Think Green Thursday, etc. (See “Seasonal Themes” below)

Kick Off and Priority Events could include the World Watershed Day (Feb. 2), MCC Stewarship
Days/Seasonal Schedules, Sustainable Home Tour, Demonstration Site workdays or completions,
classes/green Theme Presentations, Green Fair at the Marketplace, etc.

Respond to “Breaking Stories” (timely, impact, prominent, close, relevant, useful, novelty, conflict,
human interest) - flooding, storm events, droughts, blue-green algae outbreak, etc.

Seasonal Themes
Winter

e Kick Off - World Wetlands Day - Feb 2
e Watershed tips: SALT

e Conservation Corps Work Days

e FOG (fats oils and grease)

Spring

e Build Back the Buffer/Green Grants

e Spring gardening and landscaping
(pollinator, community gardens, native
plants)

e Spring Cleaning/Clean Up with Granger

e Green Fair

e Conservation Corps Work Days

e Watershed tips: Water Conservation, car
washing, scoop the poop

e HHW

e Demonstration projects

Fall

e Solar and Sustainability Tour - Green
Map

e ICD Tree Sale - Tree Planting

e Composting, Yard Waste, Fall eco-
landscaping 8 Rs

®
Other Ongoing

e Info in property tax/water bills:
Watershed Tips (TCRPC): Fun Facts
about Watersheds/Wetlands, Stream
Monitoring, Green Map, Outreach -
Neighbor Networks, Motor 0il, FOG,
Wipes, HHW /Paint

e Code Flyer/Guide

e Big Drain Projects

e Student Organizations/Projects

e Healthy Ponds and Lakes

e Demonstration Projects



HOLIDAYS

4th; National Wildlife Day
Sept

Sustainable Home and Yard Tour
Oct

1st: World Vegan Day
Nov 15t%: America Recycles Day
1st: New Year's Day- Resolve to go GREEN!

Jan

Feb

2nd: World Wetlands Day

3rd; World Wildlife Day

Mar 21st; International Day of Forests

22nd: World Water Day

Week before Earth Day: National Environmental Education Week
Apr 22n4; Earth Day

26th: National Healthy Schools Day

Last Friday: Arbor Day

22nd: [nternational Day for Biological Diversity

May 23; World Turtle Day
1st Saturday: National Trails Day
Jun 5t; World Environment Day

8th: World Ocean Day

i=Sustainability & Solar Tour
i«Fall Yard Care

' Non-Seasonal
§\[I)V|n§er (World Wetland: ;

:*Green Infrastructure
i Codes

«CCC Events ,
-« Utility and Tax Mailings:
‘«Green Map :

Spnng (Earth Day, :
World Water Day) :

- Spring Clean-Up ‘Summer (World Env.
Harris Plant Sale | \Day, World Ocean Day):
{sCommunity Gardens ! e Fe!lows Program
i*Natural Shoreline/lake-

i friendly landscapes



Outreach to Developers/Builders/Business

Provide information and resources to residents, builders, businesses, and developers related to Build Back the
Buffer, green infrastructure, LEED, local sources of seed and native plants and seeds, and related resources to
encourage eco-friendly development.

Develop simplified handouts related to wetland permits, code guidelines, stormwater management, and, of course,
“Build Back the Buffer” program.

Highlight successful projects and assist in new demonstration projects.

Work with the Drain Commissioner to promote new guidelines for drainage projects. (example - all native
plants/seed, etc.)

Promote other water-saving and pollution reduction opportunities (fats, oils, and grease, soil erosion control, best
practices (salt, pavement sealants, etc.), ecological lawn care, pollinator gardens, as opportunities arise.

Progress
e Mailed letter and brochure to 1460 residents
e Green Gazette sent to 2000 households (mostly Meridian)
e Mailed wetland info to Green Neighbors and Meridian Staff
e Neighborhood Clean-Up in collaboration with MCC, Granger, and others
e Green Grants to School Presentations/new application form.
e Website update: https://www.meridian.mi.us/community/green-meridian
e Developed 8 Rs for Fall Yard Care
e Solar and Sustainable Tour (featured Green Infrastructure & Green Map)
e Distributed 180 Trees (Farmers Market)/Other?




Resources
www.mywatersheds.org

Washington State Department of Ecology:
https: //www.spk.usace.army.mil /Portals/12 /documents/regulatory/pdf/Wetland Buffers

Use and Effectiveness.pdf

Green Infrastructure Code and Ordinance Manual (draft)
https://drive.google.com/file/d /1vL44e-gvgHOVARL]63p51V v]0 ICtLS/view?usp=sharing

Environmental Protection Agency: www.epa.gov/wetlands/wetlands-factsheet-series
www.mywatersheds.org

https://cfpub.epa.gov/npstbx/index.html

https: //www.mishorelinepartnership.org/uploads/4/6/8/6 /46869113 /part 4 the social stuff 3-
8-19.pdf

https: //www.semcog.org/protect-our-waterways#770115-what-you-can-do-about-lawn-care

https://www.semcog.org/protect-our-waterways#770116-what-you-can-do-with-landscaping

Organizations

Meridian Wetland Outreach Team (Kendra, LeRoy, Courtney, Emma, Paige, Brandy)
Meridian Departments/staff, Commissions, and Subcommittees

Neighborhood Associations

Meridian’s Lake Lansing Consultant/Contractor

Lake Lansing Advisory Committee

Ingham Conservation District

Mid-Michigan CISMA (for potential invasive species management as part of the
buffer restoration)

Green Neighbors Network

Wildtype Native Plant Nursery

Designs By Nature Native Plant Nursery

Michigan Natural Shoreline Stewards

State of Michigan: EGLE, DEQ, others?

MSU Extension (Paige Felice)

U of M Sustainability Fellows

Wild Ones Red Cedar Chapter (demonstration and expertise from local residents
who are already maintaining buffers and native vegetation in their yards)
Volunteer wetland delineators: to ensure that we place restoration buffer in the
correct spot There are a few Township contacts who may volunteer to do this
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Brattin Woods
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Address: 5851 Okemos Road, Okemos

Area: 22 acres
Amenities: Wooded Trails
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Cedar Bends Heights Park
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Playground Address: 2280 Kenmore Drive, Okemos

Area: 0.3 acres
Amenities: Picnic Area, Play Equipment

7%| Picnic Area

Roads




Central Park (Historical Village & Town Hall)

m Police Station
é Pavilion
ﬁ Parking

Fishing Dock

Soccer Field
Picnic_Area
Unpaved Trail

/7 Playground

% Bench

Building

~w== Paved Pathway
Roads
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Address: 5151 Marsh Road, Okemos
Area: 197 acres

Amenities: Soccer Fields, Fishing Pond,
Farmers' Market Pavilion, Picnic Areas,
Restrooms, Playground, Trails
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Central Park South
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Address: 1990 Central Park Drive, Okemos

Area: 15 acres
Amenities: Pond, Fishing Access, Picnic Areas, Trails




Nancy Moore Park
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Address: 1960 Gaylord C. Smith Court, Haslett |/ Basketoall Court
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Restrooms, Pavilion, Soccer Fields, and Trails
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— Nan-matorized entey plaza with signage, lighting, seating

1 and special paving aligned with teail connection to west
! .

| -Existing park entry drive becomes

'Boardwalk secondary entry and exit

through

wetland

Paved promenade with benches

Lew brick wall”
with signage

Existing drive
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a parking loop for
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the wetland and
Service Center yard
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S N ————Typical promenade confluences with
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Boardwalk connection across
wuthand to paved trail that follows
the existing trail alignment

T === Querlaak shelter with picnic tables

=12 wide pramenade with henches
terminates at averlaok shelter at pond edge
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between parking
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pavilion - heavily screened from parking
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QMeridian Ml i v GEIIZE

0 25 %0 160 150 Hanh




L]
Provaenadts with benches . 2
Park vty plaza withy si; ~lightide and planting

/Walk connection w'parking It with avertoak deck at panct
s

@
Boardwalk throughawetland ==

wajor confluence offers
signags, fishing and
averank decks, and

4 perfarmance area
averlaaked by hill-
sidde terraced seating

-,
Parking
+15cars

Low brick walls
with signage

Median in Central Park
Drive creates a safer
crossing into park

Views to

sculpture
Promenade connection garden invite
to Central Park across shoppers
open lawn area into park

Three open-air pavilions
serve as new Farmer's

Restroom, perform-
ance platform, play

Market - perking lot area, and picnic
reconiigured as needed tables support
to accomodate Farmer’s Market

Central Park South Plan Enlargement

Central Park Master Plan ‘
QMeridian . v GEIZEL




 Buardwalk alang
Qkemas Road

&2 Wit~ Y Ay Deck overlaoks
\.eacr\et-ed ----- _ . in wetland areas
promeRrade

Bench and trash
receplacle

Detse yndey- Sign kiosk n
stary cleared planting area
ta create
open park
space at
confluences =

—Sign kiosk
in planting
area

_-Light
7 fixture
-Benches
and trash

receptacle & wide

asphalt
trail

Qkemes Road

Concrete paved
entry plaza

»\: - "I Non-Matorized Entry Plaza
Plan Enlargement

— Yeutk:

Saccer
( Wetland LO\‘ellookShellw 16" wide Promenade Fields &
1 !  E—

Promenade Section at Youth Soccer Fields

Leclerbubie
Site Sculpture

( Wetland 16" wide Promenade Garden )

Promenade Section at Lederbuhr Site

Overlook sShelter

Patk Perimeler Directional Sign Park Identification Sign \Wall Caniluenca  Trail  Sit2 Lighting and Furniture
Sign Kiosk  Sign

Signage and Furniture Concepts

Master Plan Details

A Central Park Master Plan
€& Meridian ® )

()

8




L CENTRAL __Promerate

SWETLAND 70 wioe

SECTON

+

LEDERBUHE. 5
Frorerry







Meridian Central Regional
Trall Connector
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Eastgate Park
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Address: 4203 S. Meridian Road, Okemos
Area: 53 acres

Amenities: Bicycle Pump Track, River,
Picnic Area, Pavillion, Trail

N EBR

e River

Unpaved Trail
Bicycle Pump Track
Pavilion

Picnic Area

Parking

Bench

Drain

Roads




Ferguson Park

D Ferguson Park

Wonch Park

—==enen Paved Pathway

fJ . |~ Playground

P ‘

A Y] — ' Restrooms

0 0.035 0.07 Miles
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L— : : : bk ' wal Canoe Access

Address: 4540 Okemos Road, Okemos ()  Picnic Area

Area: 5.7 acres Parki

Amenities: River, Canoe Launch, Fishing Access, ng

Picnic Area, Play Equipment, Restrooms, Trails | e Rijyver
Roads
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Forest Hills Natural Area
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Legend

| Natural Area

Unpaved Trail
Roads
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Address: 4625 Northview Drive, Okemos
Area: 4 acres
Amenities: Trails



Harris Nature Center

Legg Park

Eastgate Park

ﬁ‘ Nature Center

Trail
Playground

Y Fire Pit

Y] Picnic Area

%" Bench

| N [ | 1 ! L L |

Address: 3998 Van Atta Road, Okemos

Area: 61 acres

Amenities: River, Picnic Area, Play Equipment,
Restrooms, Trails
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Hartrick Park
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] 1 ] l | | ! |

Address: 3685 Hulett Road, Okemos
Area: 61 acres

Amenities: Softball/Baseball Fields,
Pond, Picnic Area & Grills, Play
Equipment, Restrooms, Pavilion,
Soccer Fields, and Trails

—=memen Payed Pathway

Unpaved Trail

<~ Playground
 Baseball/Softball Diamond

Soccer Field

Restrooms

E Parking
Pavilion
WY Marsh

LS,

A Pond




Hillbrook Park
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Address: 1747 Lake Lansing Rd, Haslett

Area: 26 acres

Amenities: Basketball Court,
Tennis/Pickleball Courts Baseball/Softball Field,

/.| Wetland Picnic Area, Play Equipment, Trails
777 pana




Indian Hills Park
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| Wetland Address: 4730 Nakoma Drive, Okemos
Roads Area: 3 acres

Amenities: Open Space



Lake Lansing Marsh

Lake Lansing
Wetland
Roads

0 0.025 0.05 0.1 Miles
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Address: 1430 Lake Drive, Haslett
Area: 46 acres
Amenities: Protected Marsh/Wetland



