
 
 

 
Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary aids or services should contact the Meridian Township Board by contacting:  
Township Manager Frank L. Walsh, 5151 Marsh Road, Okemos, MI 48864 or 517.853.4258 - Ten Day Notice is Required.  
Meeting Location: 5151 Marsh Road, Okemos, Ml 48864 Township Hall 
 
 
Providing a safe and welcoming, sustainable, prime community. 
 
 

AGENDA 
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN  
Downtown Development Authority 

March 1, 2021 7:30 am 
VIRTUAL ZOOM MEETING 

Municipal Building - Town Hall Room 
5151 Marsh Road, Okemos 

 
 

1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER 
2. MISSION:  The Meridian Township DDA mission is to beautify and revitalize downtown 

Okemos as a very desirable place to shop, live, and do business.  It is a commitment to 
promoting and improved quality of life by creating a friendly, walkable community embracing 
the natural aesthetics of the river and parks. 
 

3. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES –February 1, 2021 
5. PUBLIC REMARKS 
6. FINANCIAL REPORT 

A. Presentation by Financial Team of Accounts 
 

7. AUTHORIZATION OF PAYMENTS 
A. Consumers Energy Bill February 2021  

 
8. OLD BUSINESS 

A. Village of Okemos Progress Report 
B. Township Transportation Plan 2021 
C. Village of Okemos Celebration Subcommittee Update 

 
9. NEW BUSINESS 
10. REPORTS 

A. Township Board 
B. Planning Commission 
C. Chair 
D. Staff 

 
11. OPEN DISCUSSION/BOARD COMMENTS 
12. PUBLIC REMARKS 
13. NEXT MEETING DATE 

A. April 5, 2021, 7:30am – Town Hall Room, 5151 Marsh Road, Okemos 
 

14. ADJOURNMENT 

 



 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Charter Township of Meridian 
Downtown Development Authority (DDA)  
Municipal Building, 5151 Marsh Rd., Okemos, MI 48864 
Monday, February 1, 2021 – Minutes  
 
Members 
Present: Susan Fulk, Renee Korrey, Scott Weaver, Peter Campbell, Will Randle, Bill Cawood, Supervisor Ron 

Styka, Jim Raynak and Tom Stanko 
Members  
Absent: Jim Spanos  
Staff 
Present: Community Planning & Development Director Mark Kieselbach, Neighborhoods & Economic 

Development Director Amber Clark, and Township Manager Frank L. Walsh  
 
Others 
Present: Treasurer Phil Deschaine 
 
1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER 
 

Chair Korrey called the meeting to order at 7:31am and read the mission statement.   
 
2. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 
 

MOTION BY MEMBER RANDLE TO APPROVE THE AGENDA. SUPPORTED BY SUPERVISOR STYKA. 
MOTION APPROVED 9-0. 

 
3. APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES OF JANUARY 4, 2021 

Member Stanko stated he was not in attendance at the January 4th meeting and his name should be 
removed as present.  
 
MOTION BY MEMBER FULK TO APPROVE THE AMENDED MINUTES. SUPPORTED BY SUPERVISOR 
STYKA. MOTION APPROVED 9-0. 

 
4. PUBLIC REMARKS 

 
None. 

 
5. FINANCIAL REPORT 
 

Staff provided a summary update on the January 2021 Financial Report. Report on file.   
 
6. AUTHORIZATION OF PAYMENTS 

 
Director Clark stated the January Consumers Energy bill of $158.13 was prepaid.   



7. OLD BUSINESS 
 

a. Village of Okemos Progress Report 
 

Director Clark reported the demolition is complete.  Member Randle announced he is working on 
pricing including infrastructure pricing for the project.  He is still optimistic about the project, but the 
world is on hold for now because of the pandemic.  He and Director Clark will be meeting with Piper & 
Gold this week to discuss the messaging moving forward. 

 
8. NEW BUSINESS 
 

a. Village of Okemos Celebration-Subcommittee Event and Celebration Planning 
 
Chair Korrey discussed the idea of creating an active subcommittee that would work on events, grants, 
and beautification of the DDA.  The following individuals volunteered to serve on this subcommittee:  
Sue Fulk, Renee Korrey, Jim Raynak, Scott Weaver, and Tom Stanko.  Director Clark mentioned that the 
existing DDA streetlights may be something the committee discusses.  Should they be moved?  Where 
should they be relocated?   
 

b. Proposed Village of Okemos Mural 
 
Director Clark stated that a community member is interested in developing a mural for the DDA area. 
 

9. REPORTS 
 
A. Township Board 

 
Supervisor Styka reported the following: 
• The Board will be introducing a resolution for Black History Month. 
• The Board approved small business support grants for over 100 local businesses. 
• The Joint Meeting of Boards and Commissions met last week. 
• On February 20, 2021, the Board will be having a Retreat. 
• On February 16, 2021, the Board will be having a Special Meeting to discuss recreational 

marihuana. 
 

B. Township Manager 
 
Manager Walsh reported the following: 
• The Township Annual Report will be distributed this morning. 
• Please attend the 2/16 Board meeting if you wish to share your opinions on recreational 

marihuana. 
• In 2021, the Board goals for the Township include expanding broadband, updating signage, fixing 

local roads, expanding solar and enhancing our website. 
• The enhanced deer management program is going well with 216 of the 326 deer goal. 

 
C. Planning Commission 
 

Director Kieselbach provided a summary of recent Planning Commission activities.  At the last Planning 
Commission meeting, they appointed Mark Blumer to serve as the representative to the DDA. 
 

 



D. Chair Report 
 

None. 
 
E. Staff Report 
 

Director Clark reported that the amendment to the MUPUD for the Village of Okemos was well received.  
At the public hearing, Will Randle and Director Kieselbach made a presentation that helped to clear up 
the misconceptions of the project.  To date, the Board has approved a total of $654,000 in two rounds of 
small business support grants. 

 
10. OPEN DISCUSSION/BOARD COMMENTS 

 
Treasurer Deschaine did express attending the February 16th Special Board Meeting on recreational 
marihuana to make your opinions known on having 6 facilities in the Township.  Also, the Board will be 
having a retreat on February 20th. 
 

11. PUBLIC REMARKS 
 
None. 
 

12. NEXT MEETING DATE 
 

a. March 1, 2021,  7:30am 
 
13. ADJOURNMENT 
 

The meeting adjourned without objection. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Providing a safe and welcoming, sustainable, prime community. 































 

 

Economic Development Updates 

March 2021 

 

New Businesses Opening/Relocating 

Juice Nation 3520 Okemos Rd 

Lil Emil’s 1982 W Grand River (former A&W in Meridian Mall) 

Klingmans Furniture-1705 Newman Road (former Toys R Us) 

Hungry Howie’s 2160 Grand River Ave 

 

Under Construction 

Elevation Phase 2362 Jolly Oak- 3 of 5 have been completed 

Fedewa Homes-1730 Chief Okemos-residential project 

Red Cedar Manor-Commercial/Residential Development   

Silverstone Estates—residential development Powell Road  

Copper Creek-residential development Haslett Road 

Williams Volkswagen of Okemos-2186 Jolly Road-expansion 

 

Approved/Not Commenced 

Haslett Marathon-1619 Haslett Road-new building construction/approved Brownfield Plan 

Joe's on Jolly (restaurant and fitness training center)-2360 Jolly Road 

Woda Cooper-residential development near Whole Foods 

Newton Park Apartments Multifamily mixed use Haslett Road (SE corner Okemos/Haslett) 
 

Pine Village 1673 Haslett Road Commercial /Residential development approved Meridian 
Township Brownfield Plan  

Village of Okemos 4661 Okemos Road Commercial/Residential development approved EGLE 
Brownfield, Meridian Redevelopment Fund 

Buddy's Pizza--2010 Grand River (former Burger King) 

 

Closings/Postponements 



 
 

  
 

           
To:  Downtown Development Authority Members  

From:  Neighborhoods & Economic Development Director Amber Clark  

Date:  March 1, 2021 

RE: Village of Okemos Progress Report    

 
Director Will Randle, has a brief update on the status of the project. Though site work for the time 
being is completed, internally we continue to discuss what updates should be made that we need to 
plan for: 
 
 
Redevelopment Agreement with Meridian Township Economic Development Corporation  
 -The Agreement is waiting for a final language revision; once approved the demolition eligible 
costs can be submitted for reimbursement.  
 
 
MEDC 
 -Director Clark has reinvigorated conversations with MEDC as a potential financial resource 
partner for additional improvements. MEDC prioritizes Market Rate Mixed Used developments 
especially in organized downtown authorities. Director Clark will continue to find possible ways to 
partner the project with MEDC funding.  
 
 
 
Other eligible financing resources 
 
Match on Main program with MEDC (MOM) reimburse up to $25,000 for a new or existing business 
renovations in an established DDA. The DDA must apply on behalf of the business. Application 
window closes Friday. Should we have a project next year we can apply for this benefit.  
 
Tax Increment Financing through the DDA 
Brownfield TIF Plan with Meridian Township. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 



 
 

  
 

           
To:  Downtown Development Authority Members  

From:  Neighborhoods & Economic Development Director Amber Clark  

Date:  March 1, 2021 

RE: Township Transportation Plan  

 
Deputy Manager Perry has released the 2021 transportation plan for Meridian Township at the 
December 8th 2020 Township Board meeting. That plan is included with this memo. As you will see 
these are the streets that will have construction projects beginning in spring 2021 and wrapping up at 
the end of the Construction season. 
 
 
Ingham County currently has the 2021 Tentative Road & Bridge Projects for Meridian Township as: 
 
 
HAGADORN ROAD 
North of Mount Hope Road (immediately north of Briarcliff Drive) to the bridge over the Red Cedar 
River.  Milling existing pavement, asphalt resurfacing, curb repairs, ADA ramp upgrades, and cross-over 
improvements south of Eyde Parkway.  Traffic will generally be maintained, but with various lane 
closures during work operations.  This project will be completed during the summer while MSU is not in 
session and before work begins on the Okemos Bridge project, see 
below.  https://roads.ingham.org/departments_and_officials/roads/road_construction.php 
 
 
2022 BRIDGE PROJECTS 
 
Okemos Road Bridge over the Red Cedar River between Mt. Hope Road and Clinton Street, Meridian 
Twp. – Replacement of existing NB and SB structures with single 5 lane, single span bridge including 
pedestrian facility along the east side, along with bridge approach and Mt. Hope intersection 
reconstruction, traffic signal and sidewalk/ramp reconstruction. This project is set to begin early 
2022, and be completed in summer 2022. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Your concurrence is appreciated, see the attached list for the Meridian Township Road Program 
 
Director Clark   
 
 

https://roads.ingham.org/departments_and_officials/roads/road_construction.php


2021 Local Road Program

Resurfacing
Street From To
Skyline Margate End
Pine Hollow Saginaw Whitehills Lakes
Mereford Pine Hollow End
Fenwick Mereford End
Overglen Pine Hollow End
Kingcross Westminster Westminster
Shaw Haslett Park (Lake Lansing)
Potter Haslett Park (Lake Lansing)
Edson Haslett Park (Lake Lansing)
Colby Edson Shaw
Park (Lake Lansing) Marsh Shaw
Cliffdale Hillview Cul-de-sac End
White Ash Buckingham Cul-de-sac End
Buckingham Teakwood White Ash
Saphire East Hidden Lake Sapphire Lane T
Sequoia Comanche Mohican/Arapaho
Comanche Sequoia Cul-de-sac End
Cochise Comanche Cul-de-sac End
Tomahawk Tacoma Pawnee
Tomahawk Circle Tomahawk Cul-de-sac End
Lagoon Tacoma Wausau
Wausau Lagoon/Yuma Cul-de-sac End
Osage Tacoma Manitou
Seneca Shaker Mirabeau
Ivywood Mistywood Cul-de-sac End
Mistywood Ivywood Spicewood
Spicewood Mistywood Ethel
Silverwood Alderwood Cul-de-sac End
Shortwood Silverwood Cul-de-sac End
Oakwood Hatch Birch
Indian Glen Hatch Cul-de-sac End
Mojave Indian Glen Cul-de-sac End
Farm Meadows Hatch Cul-de-sac End
Cherrywood Riverwood Butternut
Butternut Cherrywood Riverwood
Confier Circle Woodfield Cul-de-sac End
Autumnwood Jolly Belwood
Timberview Autumnwood Autumnwood
Fairhills Birch Bluff Belwood
Rainbow Court Elk Cul-de-sac End



Preservation- Crack Fill
Street From To
Island Lake Whitehills Lakes Meadow Wood
Southridge Whitehills Lakes ~6069 Southridge
Woodside Haslett Ventura Place
Teakwood Buckingham Buckingham
West Hidden Lake Bruin Bear Lake 
East Hidden Lake Burcham Saphire
Burcham East Hidden Lake Okemos
Jo Pass Burcham Quarry
Heather Circle Park Lake Cul-de-sac End
Twinging Tihart Giesboro
Anacostia Twinging Giesboro
Giesboro Powell Kalorama
Kalorama Cul-de-sac End
Conrad Drive Piper ~5318 Conrad
Kenmore Kent Grandview
Hillcrest Grand River Kenmore
Ardmore Grand River Kent
Hillside Marlborough Oakwood
Marlborough ~4508 Marlborough End
Satinwood Ivywood Silkwood
Alderwood Ivywood Silkwood
Indian Glen Birchwood Hatch
White Owl Woodfield Woodfield
Sheldrake Roxbury Belding Court
Victoria Hills Meridian Trillium
Trillium Victoria Hills Cul-de-sac End
Chimney Oaks Meridian Cul-de-sac End

Preservation- Cape Seal
Street From To
Skyline Lake Lansing Margaret
Margaret Skyline End
Everett Lake Lansing Barnsbury
Westminster Barnsbury Haslett
Blueberry Conrad Conrad



 
 

  
 

           
To:  Downtown Development Authority Members  

From:  Neighborhoods & Economic Development Director Amber Clark  

Date:  March 1, 2021 

RE: Village of Okemos Celebration Subcommittee Update   

 
Director Clark met with Chair Korrey on steps moving forward for the Downtown Development 
Authority. One item we have discussed several times is a committee to plan and organize our 
celebration for Village of Okemos.  
 
 
Potential Ideas: 
 
Outdoor Art Mural Showcase 
Celebrate Village of Okemos Day 
“Where’s Bernie” (Where’s Waldo?) Downtown Business Game? 
 
 
Suggested meeting day Monday March 15th  
 
 
 
 
 
Director Clark  
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