
 
 

 
Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary aids or services should contact the Meridian Township Board by contacting:  
Township Manager Frank L. Walsh, 5151 Marsh Road, Okemos, MI 48864 or 517.853.4258 - Ten Day Notice is Required.  
Meeting Location: 5151 Marsh Road, Okemos, Ml 48864 Township Hall 
 
 
Providing a safe and welcoming, sustainable, prime community. 

 
 

AGENDA 

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN  
Downtown Development Authority 

July 8, 2019 7:30 am 
Municipal Building - Town Hall Room 

5151 Marsh Road, Okemos 
 

1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER 

2. MISSION:  The Meridian Township DDA mission is to beautify and revitalize downtown 

Okemos as a very desirable place to shop, live, and do business.  It is a commitment to 

promoting and improved quality of life by creating a friendly, walkable community embracing 

the natural aesthetics of the river and parks. 

 

3. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – June 3, 2019 

5. PUBLIC REMARKS 

6. PRESENTATION – Local Street Bond: Manager Walsh, Deputy Manager Perry 

7. FINANCIAL REPORT 

8. AUTHORIZATION OF PAYMENTS 

A. Consumers Energy  
B. Redwood Landscaping 

C. Van Atta 

 

9. OLD BUSINESS 

A. Village of Okemos Progress Report 

 

10. NEW BUSINESS 

A. DDA Annual Reporting re: PA 57 of 2018 

 

11. REPORTS 

A. Township Board 

B. Planning Commission 

C. DDA Chair 

D. Staff 

i. Development Projects Update 

ii. DDA TIF Application and Vetting conclusion 

iii. Updated Bylaws - Executed 6.2019 

 

12. OPEN DISCUSSION/BOARD COMMENTS 

13. PUBLIC REMARKS 

14. NEXT MEETING DATE 

A. August 5, 2019, 7:30am – Town Hall Room, 5151 Marsh Road, Okemos 

 

15. ADJOURNMENT 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Charter Township of Meridian 

Downtown Development Authority (DDA)  

Municipal Building, 5151 Marsh Rd., Okemos, MI 48864 

Monday, June 3, 2019 – Minutes -DRAFT 

 

Members 

Present: Jim Raynak, Susan Fulk, Peter Campbell, Renee Korrey, Scott Weaver, Bill Cawood, 

Will Randle and Supervisor Ron Styka 

 

Members Jim Spanos 

Absent:  

 

Staff 
Present: Community Planning and Development Director Mark Kieselbach, Township 

Manager Frank Walsh, Economic Development Director Chris Buck, and Executive 

Assistant Michelle Prinz  

 

Others 

Present: Trustee Jackson, Treasurer Deschaine, Planning Commissioner Peter Trezise 

 

1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER 

 

Chair Fulk called the meeting to order at 7:31am.   

 

2. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 

 

MOTION BY SUPERVISOR STYKA TO APPROVE THE AGENDA. SUPPORTED BY 

MEMBER RANDLE. MOTION APPROVED 8-0. 

 

3. APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES OF MAY 6, 2019 

 

MOTION BY MEMBER KORREY TO APPROVE THE MINUTES. SUPPORTED BY MEMBER 

RAYNAK. MOTION APPROVED 8-0. 

 

4. PUBLIC REMARKS 

 

None. 

 

5. FINANCIAL REPORT 

 

Staff provided a summary update on the May 2019 Financial Report. Report on file.   

 

6. AUTHORIZATION OF PAYMENTS 

a. Reviewed Consumers Energy 5.2019 bill totaling $101.23. 



 

MOTION BY MEMBER RAYNAK TO APPROVE THE PAYMENT FOR THE CONSUMERS 

ENERGY IN THE AMOUNT OF $101.23.  SUPPORTED BY SUPERVISOR STYKA. MOTION 

APPROVED 8-0. 

 

7. OLD BUSINESS 

 

a. TIF Policies and Procedures Review & Vote 

 

There have been a few small updates in the language from the Township attorney 

including details on FOIA, performance guarantee, and changing MDEQ to EGLE.  

Discussion took place about other grammatical changes that were made.  Supervisor 

Styka modified the welcome letter to include the DDA chair’s signature. 

 

MOTION BY MEMBER KORREY TO AMEND THE DDA TIF POLICES AND 

PROCEDURES, AS DISCUSSED.  SUPPORTED BY MEMBER RAYNAK. MOTION 

APPROVED 8-0. 

 

b. Village of Okemos Approval Process Update 

 
The Township Board will be holding the public hearing for the project on June 18, 2019. 

 

8. NEW BUSINESS 

 

a. DDA Budget 

 

Director Buck reviewed the draft budget which consists of just under $9,000 in annual 

income and expenses just under $8,000 per year.  Director Buck will forward these 

numbers to the finance team for our 2020 budget. 

  

b.  Purchase of Flowers for DDA 

 

Discussion was had around whether or not to place the usual flower baskets in the DDA 

due to the impending demolition. 

 

MOTION BY MEMBER KORREY TO APPROVE THE ANNUAL FLOWER BASKETS TO 

BE BOUGHT AND HUNG IN THE DDA AREA, NOT TO EXCEED $2,000.  SUPPORTED 

BY MEMBER RAYNAK. MOTION APPROVED 8-0. 

 

c. Conflicts of Interest Review 

 

Updates to article three, section 4 of the bylaws were discussed.  The new proposed 

language from the Township attorney isolates the direct conflict versus the indirect 

conflict. 

 

MOTION BY MEMBER CAWOOD TO AMEND THE DDA BYLAWS TO REFLECT THE 

UPDATED LANGUAGE TO ARTICLE III, SECTION 4.  SUPPORTED BY MEMBER 

WEAVER. MOTION APPROVED 8-0. 

 

9. TOWNSHIP BOARD REPORT 

 



Supervisor Styka reported the Board adopted the medical marihuana ordinances and is 

discussing opting out of recreational marihuana. 

 

10. PLANNING COMMISSION REPORT 

 

Planning Commissioner Peter Trezise provided a summary of recent Planning Commission 

activities. 

 

11. TOWNSHIP MANAGER REPORT 

 

None. 

 

12. CHAIR REPORT 

 

None. 

 

13. STAFF REPORT 

 

Reviewed the June update of development projects.  DDA Annual Report is due to the State 

of Michigan by June 30, 2019.  Staff will prepare and submit report and share at the next 
meeting. 

 

14. OPEN DISCUSSION/BOARD COMMENTS 

 

None. 

 

15. PUBLIC REMARKS 

 

None. 

 

16. NEXT MEETING DATE 

 

a. July 8, 2019,  7:30am 

 

17. ADJOURNMENT 

 

The meeting adjourned without objection at 8:29 am. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Providing a safe and welcoming, sustainable, prime community. 















HAMILTON & OKEMOS RDS
OKEMOS  MI  48864

  393
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN
MICHELLE PRINZ
5151 MARSH RD
OKEMOS, MI  48864

Services Rendered At:

06/30/19

   1

REMIT TO: REDWOOD LANDSCAPING L.L.C.

Page #

REDWOOD LANDSCAPING L.L.C.
P.O. BOX 926

OKEMOS, MI    48805

(517) 381-0500

$         75.00

          0.00

Account No. Date

Total Amount Due

Amount Enclosed $

Previous Balance:

Invoice

MERIDIAN TOWNSHIP

Date Due: 07/16/19

DATE DESCRIPTIO AMOUNT

IRRIGATION TURN ON          75.0006/11/19

WE APRECIATE YOUR CONTINUED BUSINESS!!!

$          75.00         75.00
Current Over 30 Over 60 Over 90 Total Amount Due

HAVE A HAPPY & SAFE 4TH OF JULY!!!!!!















 CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF MERIDIAN 
Development Projects Update 

 
July 2019 

 
Businesses Opened  
 Big Lots, 2020 W. Grand River Ave, Okemos (Best Buy Plaza – grand opening July 26) 

 
Commercial Use Under Construction 
 High Caliber Karting, 80,000 sq ft single story Younkers – entertainment center (Sept 1) 
 Soldans Pet Supply, 2283 W. Grand River Ave.  Relocation expected in Mid/Late 2019 
 Portnoy and Tu, 2476 Jolly Road, Okemos.  Relocation for dentist office. (July) 
 Panera Bread, 2080 W. Grand River Ave, Okemos.  Demo and rebuild BD Mongolian Grill. 
 Firestone Complete Auto Care, 2700 E. Grand River Ave, East Lansing.  Repurposing Auto 

Repair facility 
 Bread Bites, Mediterranean Cuisine & Bakery, 5100 Marsh Road, Okemos (old Tannin site) 
 102 Pho & Banh Mi Vietnamese Soup & Sandwiches, 4760 Marsh Road, Okemos (part of 

formers McAllisters site) 
 Swagath Express, food service adjacent to Swagath Market, 1731 W. Grand River (former Farm 

Fresh Seafood site) 
 Crunch Fitness, new fitness center at 2655 E. Grand River Ave (former Salvation Army) 
 Zoom Express Laundry, 3034 E. Lake Lansing Road (Carriage Hills) 
 
Residential or Long Term Construction/Phasing 
 Marriot Courtyard, Meridian Crossing Drive. 105 rooms 
 Elevation, 2362 Jolly Oak Road, Okemos. 350+ residential units 
 New Hope Church, 2170 E. Saginaw Road, East Lansing 
 
Approved/Not Yet Commenced 
 Newton Park Apartments, SE Corner Newton Road/Saginaw Hwy.  Multifamily mixed use 
 Silverstone Estates, 25 single family residential homes at Powell Road north of Grand River 
 Copper Creek Condominiums, 45 acres NE corner of Haslett & Van Atta.  102 residential lots. 
 LaFontaine FCA Dealership, NE Corner Powell Road and Grand River Ave, Chrysler, Jeep, Ram 
 Fedewa Homes, 1730 Chief Okemos Circle – two apartment buildings totaling 15 units 
 
Under consideration 
 Village of Okemos, mixed-use project west of Okemos Road north and south of Hamilton Road. 
 Leo’s Lodge Property Redevelopment, 2085 W. Grand River.   
 Red Cedar Manor, 2875 Northwind Drive.  Mixed use project at Township Board for approvals. 
 Woda Cooper, rezoning 4.6 Acres to allow for 49 affordable housing units north of Whole Foods 

 
Closings/Relocations 











































Article I - Name 

Bylaws 
of the Downtown Development Authority 

of the Charter Township of Meridian 

The name of this authority is the Downtown Development Authority (DDA) of the 

Charter Township of Meridian. 

Article II - Purpose 

The purpose of the Downtown Development Authority is to act in accordance with the 

provisions of Act 197 of the Public Acts of 1975 as amended. The Authority shall have 

all the powers which now or hereafter may be conferred by law on authorities organized 

under this Act. The overall goal of the Authority is to undertake public improvements 

and other activities that have the greatest impact to halt the property value 

deterioration and increase property tax valuation where possible in its business district, 

to eliminate the causes of such deterioration and to promote economic growth in and 

surrounding the Downtown Development Authority District. 

Article Ill - Directors 

Section 1. General Powers: The business and affairs of the Authority shall be managed 

by its Board except as otherwise provided by statute or by these bylaws. 

Section 2. Replacement and Vacancies: Subsequent directors shall be appointed or 

reappointed in the same manner as original appointments at the expiration of each 

director's term of office. A director whose term of office has expired shall continue to 

hold office until a successor has been appointed. 



Section 3. Removal: A director may be removed from office for cause by a majority 

vote of the legislative board of the Charter Township of Meridian with the consent of 

the Board of Directors. 

Section 4. Conflict of Interest: A conflict of interest arises when a director has a 

business or financial interest in the outcome of a ~ecision or action of the Authority; or 

if the director is engaged in, employed by, or provides services to an entity with a 

financial interest in the outcome; or if the director owns or has a financial interest in 

property immediately adjoining the subject property of a proposed project or 

development; or the director's spouse, child, parent or sibling has a business or financial 

interest in the outcome of a decision or action of the Authority, or is engaged in, 

employed by, or provides services to an entity with a financial interest in the outcome, 

or owns or has a financial interest in property immediately adjoining the subject 

property of a proposed project or development; or there is a reasonable appearance of 

a conflict of interest, as determined by a majority vote of the remaining directors 

present at any meeting. A director who has a conflict of interest in any matter before 

the Authority shall disclose that interest prior to the Authority taking any action with 

respect to the matter. This disclosure shall become part of the record of the Board's 

official proceedings. Any director having a conflict of interest shall then refrain from 

participating in the Board's decision-making process relative to such matters. For the 

purposes of this section, property separated by roads, avenues, or streets are not 

considered immediately adjoining. 

Article IV - Officers 

Section 1. Officers: The officers of the Authority shall be elected by the Board of 

Directors and shall consist of a Chairperson, Vice Chairperson and Secretary/Treasurer. 

The Board of Directors may also appoint a recording Secretary who need not be a 

member of the Board. 



Section 2. Election and Terms of Office: The officers of the Board of Directors shall be 

elected annually by the Board. If the election of officers shall not be held or made at 

such meeting, such election shall be held or made as soon thereafter as it is convenient. 

Each officer so elected or appointed shall hold office for the term of which he/she is 

elected or appointed and until a successor is elected or appointed and qualified, or until 

his/her resignation or removal. 

Section 3. Vacancies: A vacancy in any of the above mentioned offices because of 

death, resignation, removal, disqualification or otherwise, may be filled at any meeting 

of the Board of Directors for the unexpired portion of the term of such office. 

Section 4. Chairperson and Vice Chairperson: The Chairperson shall preside at all 

meetings of the Board of Directors and shall discharge the duties of a presiding officer. 

In the absence of the Chairperson or in the event of his/her inability or refusal to act, 

the Vice Chairperson shall perform the duties of the Chairperson and when so acting 

shall have all the powers and be subject to all the restrictions of the Chairperson. 

Section 5. Secretary/Treasurer: The Secretary/Treasurer shall attend all meetings ofthe 

Board of Directors and record all votes and the minutes of all proceedings in a book to 

be kept for that purpose. The Secretary/Treasurer shall prepare, with the assistance of 

appropriate Township officials, annual financial report covering the fiscal year of the 

Authority. The Secretary/Treasurer shall also preside at all meetings of the Board of 

Directors where the Chairperson and Vice Chairperson are also unavailable. 

Article V - Meetings 

Section 1. Annual Meeting: An annual meeting shall be held the first meeting in January 

at a time and place to be set by the Board of Directors. Election of officers shall occur at 

the annual meeting. If the election of officers does not occur at the annual meeting, the 



Board of Directors shall cause the election to be held at a regular or special meeting of 

the Board within 90 days of the Annual Meeting. 

Section 2. Regular Meetings: Regular meetings of the Board of Directors shall be held 

at a time and place to be set by the Board. 

Section 3. Special Meetings: Special meetings of the Board of Directors may be called 

by Chairperson, by the Vice Chairperson in the absence of the Chairperson, or by any 

three members by giving twenty-four hours notice of the meeting stating the purpose of 

the meeting and by posting the notice eighteen hours prior to the meeting. 

Section 4. Notice: Notice of any meetings shall be given in accordance with the Open 

Meetings Act (Act No. 266 of the Pubic Acts of 1976) 

Section 5 Quorum: A majority of the members of the Board in office shall constitute a 

quorum for the transaction of business. A vote of a majority of the members shall 

constitute the action of the Board unless the vote of a larger number is required by 

statute, or elsewhere in these rules. In the event that effective membership is reduced 

because of a conflict of interest, a majority of the remaining members eligible to vote 

shall constitute the action of the Board. 

Section 6 Open and Closed Meetings: All regular and special meetings of the Board 

shall be open to the public. Closed meetings of the Board may be called for purposes 

listed in the Open Meetings Act 267 of the Public Acts of 1976 as amended if approved 

by the Authority. 

Section 7. Status Reports: Periodic reports to the Township Board on the status of the 

activities of the Authority shall be made as necessary. 



Article VI - Amending Bylaws 

Section 1. Amendments: These bylaws may be altered or amended or repealed by the 

affirmative vote of the Board of Directors then in office at any regular meeting or at a 

special meeting called for that purpose. 

Article VII - Indemnification 

Section 1. Indemnification: Whenever any claim is made or any civil action is 

commenced against any officer or employee of the DDA, or injuries to person or 

property caused by negligence of the officer or employee which in the course of his/her 

employment, and while acting within the scope of the authority, the Board of Directors 

may, but is not required, to pay for legal services and also, for any judgment or 

compromised settlement of the claim. 

ADOPTED: 

YEAS: Chair Susan Fulk, Vice-Chair Renee Korrey, Supervisor Ron Styka, 

Members Peter Campbell, Bill Cawood, Will Randle, Jim Raynak, Scott Weaver 

NAYS: None 

ABSENT: Demetrios James Spanos 

STATE OF MICHIGAN 

) ss 

COUNTY OF INGHAM ) 



I, the duly authorized and acting Secretary of the Downtown Development 

Authority of the Charter Township of Meridian, hereby certify that the foregoing Bylaws 

were amended by the Board of Directors of the Downtown Development Authority of 

the Charter Township of Meridian on the 3rd day of June, 2019. 

It's Secretary 




