
There’s No Place Like Home
By: Morgan Hall
Many would agree that there is no place like home, which may be why almost 
90 percent of people surveyed by AARP Michigan said they would prefer to 
age in the comfort of their own homes. Aging-in-place means the ability to live 
in one’s own home and community safely, independently, and comfortably, 
regardless of age, income, or ability level. To prepare for aging-in-place, many 
companies offer solutions that can help make homes safe and accessible. 
Caregivers and aging-in-place specialists offer people alternatives to moving 
to assisted care facilities. 

There are more than twelve facilities in Meridian Township that provide for low 
income housing for seniors, assisted living, adult foster care, long term care, 
and care for the memory impaired.

There are physical changes that can be made to a home’s interior and 
exterior that may help make aging-in-place more convenient. “There is an 
endless list of things that can be done to a home to make it easily accessible 
to almost anyone,” said co-owner of Custom Built of Okemos, Michael Flory. 
“Ramps can be installed, doorways can be widened, master bedrooms can be 
moved to the main floor, and kitchens and backyards can be redesigned so 
they are easy to get around.” 

The preparation for aging-in-place may not only be more convenient than 
moving to an assisted living facility, but it may also be more cost-effective. 
“The median annual cost for a private, one bedroom in an assisted living 
facility is $36,000, while the median annual cost of receiving 30 hours a week 
of homecare is $29,453,” said Associate State Director of AARP Michigan, 
Karen Kafantaris. “By planning and knowing your options you would most 
likely be able to overcome obstacles that keep individuals from even a short 
term rehab, nursing home stay.” l

Watch the Video Versions of the 
Monitor Online
Watch the videos by scanning the QR 
Code or  online at www.meridian.mi.us 
by clicking “Township Publications” 

under the “Media Room” tab.  

Back to the Beginning (Part 2): History of Haslett
About three miles north of Okemos is the village of Haslett. By the 1840s, thirty 
five farms and a school made up the swampy area around Lake Lansing, which 
used to be known as Pine Lake. Jane Rose, Executive Director of Meridian 
Historical Village, explains, “The Haslett area was actually the area that saw the 
first settlers. When settlers come to an area, they want to pick the best property to 
claim or to purchase; they are going to go for the best water sources.”

In 1879, the inner-urban trolley was established and it came from the city of 
Lansing to Pine Lake. Suddenly, Pine Lake became a popular summer 
destination. The Spiritualist Association led by James and Sarah Haslett bought 
up land around Pine Lake making it into a resort area mainly for spiritualists. After 
James Haslett’s death, Sarah gave the land to the Haslett Park Association and 
an amusement park where the spiritualists’ camp had been was complete with a 
figure 8 wooden roller coaster, tilt-a-whirls, and cars that spun around up into the 
air over Haslett Road and a merry-go-round.

One of the most popular ballrooms in Michigan, The Dells was built in 1924. Jane 
Rose stated, “It was a real magnet. I mean they drew large, big-name people.” 
Haslett has seen much change from its early days. The Dells was hit hard by 
the depression, the amusement park closed and its merry-go-round was sent to 
Cedar Point in Ohio. 

Tourism still thrives in Haslett during the summer but one can tell much has 
happened since the late 1800s. However some of the old remains, such as the Haslett Women’s Club which began in 1905 and still 
persists to this day. Education has also remained largely important in Haslett with residents being strong supporters of education. 
Haslett is a village with a past worth remembering.  l

Read Part 1 online in the “Media Room”, www.meridian.mi.us
Thanks to the following people who helped with historical information 

and dates: Jane Rose, Meridian Historical Village; John Grettenberger, 
Okemos resident; Eric Stelljes, Historian; and Elaine Davis, Historian.
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